
Township of North Kawartha 

Report to Council  

To: Committee of Adjustment Members 

Date:  March 2, 2021 

Author: Emma Drake, D.M. Wills Associates Limited 

Subject: Report on Minor Variance Application #A-01-21 

Recommendation:  

That the Committee approve Minor Variance application A-01-21.  

Background: 

Owner –  Jon Cumming and Greg Cumming 
Roll No. –  010-200-30800 
Ward –   Chandos 
Concession – 5 
Part Lot –   19 
Zoning –   Shoreline Residential – 6 (SR-6) and Environmental Constraint (EC) 
Official Plan – Seasonal Residential and Rural 
Area –   25.50 acres, 375’ Fr. 
911 –   180 Renwick Road 

Purpose and Effect: 

The purpose and effect of Minor Variance Application A-02-21 is as follows: 

• To permit the construction of a new attached waterfront deck, resulting in an overall 
lateral width of the existing cottage and deck of 27.01 metres (88.62 feet). This is a 

variance to Section 6.2(q) which limits lateral width in the water yard setback to 18.3 

metres (60 feet).   

Analysis: 

This minor variance is requesting relief from Section 6.2 (q) of the Township’s 
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Comprehensive Zoning By-law, for the property located at 180 Renwick Road in the Chandos 

Ward and fronting onto Chandos Lake. Based on the information submitted with the 

application, the property is currently developed in the form of a 182.8 square metre (1,967.64 

square foot) 2-storey frame cottage, with an attached 64.68 square metre (696.21 square 

foot) waterfront deck, as well as two (2) detached sheds and one (1) privy.  

The cottage is currently setback 27.4 metres (89.90 feet) from the high-water mark, with the 

deck being setback 22.6 metres (74.14 feet). The existing lateral width of the cottage and 

attached deck is 28.58 metres (93.76 feet)  

The property is currently serviced by a private individual septic system, with water intake from 

Chandos Lake. The property is highly treed, including vegetative cover at the shoreline.  

Surrounding properties are similar in use and configuration, and include the following:  

Direction Land Use 

North Chandos Lake 

East Seasonal Residential 

South Rural 

West Seasonal Residential 

As proposed, the property owners are seeking to remove the existing attached waterfront 

deck on the property, and rebuild a new attached deck with a slightly modified configuration. 

The new deck would comprise an area of approximately 62.57 square metres (673.5 square 

feet) and would maintain the existing setback from the high-water mark of 22.6 metres (74.14 

feet). The lateral width of the cottage and new proposed attached deck would be 27.01 

metres (88.62 feet). The application for minor variance is therefore required to recognize a 

variance to Section 6.2(q) which limits lateral width in the water setback to 18.3 metres (60 

feet).  

As this application is a Minor Variance, it is subject to the four tests as outlined in the 

Planning Act.  The four tests are as follows: 
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1. Is this application minor in nature? 

The application would facilitate the construction of a new deck, within the high-water 

mark setback, resulting in an overall lateral width of the main cottage building and 

deck of 27.01 metres (88.62 feet). The proposed development would not further 

encroach into the required high-water mark setbacks, and further, would serve to 

improve (decrease) the existing lateral width of built form on the property. The 

proposed lateral width would also be les than 25% of the shoreline frontage, to which 

buffering is provided in the form of existing vegetation. Therefore, no adverse impacts 

are anticipated as a result of approval of the application and the application is thus 

considered minor in nature.   

2. Is this application appropriate and desirable? 

As noted above, the application will not further aggravate the existing deficiencies on 

the property, but will rather serve to bring the built form of the property into greater 

conformity with the Zoning By-law, and is thus appropriate. The construction of the 

new deck on the property will serve to enhance function and use, and is therefore also 

desirable.  

3. Does this application conform with the intent of the County of Peterborough’s 

Official Plan? 

The lands subject to the proposed development are designated ‘Shoreland Areas and 

the Waterfront’ in the County of Peterborough Official Plan and ‘Seasonal Residential’ 

in the Local Component for the Township of North Kawartha. Policies of both 

designations permit recreational (cottage) dwellings with a 30-metre setback from the 

high-water mark. The 30-metre setback requirement is relaxed for existing lots and 

additions to existing buildings where the addition / enlargement does not further 

encroach into the water yard setback. Policies of these designations also promote the 

balance of built and natural form along the waterfront. The proposed deck construction 

will not further encroach into the water yard, and will serve to bring better balance to 

the built and natural form of the property by improving upon (decreasing) the overall 

existing lateral width. The deck and cottage are well buffered from the shoreline by 

existing vegetation. The application is thus considered to conform with the intent of the 
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Official Plan.  

4. Does this application conform with the intent of the Township’s Comprehensive 

Zoning By-law? 

This variance is required to Section 6.2 (q) of the Township’s Comprehensive Zoning 

By-law which limits enlargements within the water yard to a width of 40% of the 

existing lot frontage to a maximum of 18.3 metres (60 feet). The intent of this provision 

is to ensure built form is not dominating or of detriment to the natural form of the 

shoreline. As herein noted, while the proposed lateral width will be 27.01 metres 

(88.62 feet) exceeding the maximum permitted by the by-law, this lateral width will be 

approximately 25% of the existing shoreline frontage. Therefore, the application meets 

the intent of the Township’s Comprehensive Zoning By-law.  

This application must also conform to the policies and provisions of the Provincial Policy 

Statement (PPS) and A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe 

(Growth Plan).  The relevant sections are discussed below.  

Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 

Under the policies of the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS), the subject property is 

considered rural lands. Relevant policies for rural lands direct that: 

“On rural lands located in municipalities, permitted uses are: 

b) resource-based recreational uses (including recreational dwellings);” 

The application is therefore consistent with the PPS.  

A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2020 Consolidation) 

The subject property is also considered rural lands under the policies of the Growth Plan. 

Growth Plan policies for rural lands direct that: 

“… development outside of settlement areas may be permitted on rural lands for: 

b) resource-based recreational uses;” 

The policies for rural lands continue that: 
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“Where permitted on rural lands, resource-based recreational uses should be limited to 

tourism-related and recreational uses that are compatible with the scale, character and 

capacity of the resource and surrounding landscape, and may include: 

b) where appropriate, resource-based recreational dwellings for seasonal accommodation.” 

Development on rural lands is also to have regard for key hydrologic features (i.e. Chandos 

Lake). While the Growth Plan does not explicitly contemplate reconstruction, generally 

expansions to existing buildings are permitted provided the development does not expand 

into a hydrologic feature or its vegetative protection zone, in which case the expansion is to 

be limited in scope and kept in close proximity to the existing structure.  

The application will facilitate reconstruction of a new attached waterfront deck, as a 

replacement to the existing waterfront deck. The new deck will be kept in close proximity and 

configuration to the existing development, and will not further expand into the high-water 

mark setbacks. The application therefore does not conflict with the Growth Plan.   

As this application successfully meets the four tests of the Minor Variance and is otherwise 

consistent with the PPS and conforms to the relevant policies of the Growth Plan, it is 

recommended that the application as presented by approved.  

Financial Implications: 

n/a 

Strategic Plan:  

4.0 Protect and enhance the natural and human environment 

Attachments: 

Notice of Public Meeting 

Application 

Existing and Proposed Deck Plans 
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