
Township of North Kawartha 
Report to Council 

To: Mayor and Council Members 

Date:  February 8, 2021 

Author: Janet Woodbeck 

Subject: Shoreline Road Allowance Policy Review 

Recommendation:  

That Council review Staff recommendations and provide direction for an update to the Policy 

for the Purchase of Shoreline Road Allowances. 

Background: 

 At the Council meeting on July 21, 2020, staff was asked to review the policy and offer their 

suggestions for updates. 

Staff reviewed the policies of approximately a dozen municipalities in Ontario that offer 

shoreline road allowance for sale (table attached) and looked at their policies for: 

1. Determining the property lines; 

2. The costs for the purchase and; 

3. The method of notifying abutting land owners.  

Analysis: 

For the most part, the municipalities use the same straight line extension policy that North 

Kawartha does.  In most cases, if a deviation is required, it is up to the property owner and 

the adjacent landowner to work out a solution.  If this is not possible, other Councils will do 

one of three things:  Council may defer/deny the application; Council may make a 

determination of where the line should go; Council may consider other options put forth by 

the property owner and adjacent land owner. 

 Staff would suggest that the straight line extension policy be made clearer and in the 



 case of a deviation, the following steps should be followed. 

The property line shall be determined by a straight line extension to the high water mark. 

If this cannot be accomplished, that Council approve in principle the sale of the shoreline 

road allowance based on a mutually agreed upon deviation between adjacent land owners 

Council deny/defer both applications and keep the shoreline road allowance in township 

ownership until such time an agreement can be reached between owners. 

Council make the final decision on the deviation of the property line. 

 

Upon reviewing the fees for the shoreline road allowance purchases, all the townships charge 

an administration fee and they range from $200 to $1000.  North Kawartha currently charges 

$200 which is on the lower end of the scale and would barely cover the time spent on a 

regular application.  Land fees also vary by Township from $10 per linear foot to $800 per 

linear foot.  Our calculations were based on a shoreline road allowance that is 66 feet deep. 

This puts our fee of $15 per foot at the lower end of the scale. 

In all Townships, the legal, administration, transfer and any other miscellaneous fees are the 

applicants’ responsibility.  North Kawartha, Georgian Bay, and Trent Lakes collect a retainer 

at the time of application and remit it to their solicitor.  Any shortfall or overpayment will be 

dealt with by the solicitor when the transaction is complete.  Upon checking with Mr. Ewart’s 

office, it appears that in most cases, the $1000 legal fee North Kawartha collects more than 

covers the legal costs involved. 

Upon reviewing the method of giving notice to the abutting land owners, it appears that the 

majority of townships advise the neighbouring in various ways from having staff provide 

notice, allowing the applicant to contact the neighbour and having them sign off either on the 

survey or a form provided by the township.  A number of townships (8) appear to provide 

notice in the newspaper as well.  North Kawartha’s current policy states that: 

 “The Township of North Kawartha will forward a copy of the public notice to the 

adjacent  property owners and the applicant informing them of the date of the public 

hearing. The  public notice will also be published on the Township of North Kawartha website 

and  posted in the Municipal Office at least 30 days prior to the Council meeting when the 

 closure by-law will be considered.” 



 We do not currently place any newspaper ads, however, we provide notice via social 

 media and by posting the notice at the Township office in 2 locations.  Any concerns 

 that we receive will be provided to Council at the Public Hearing and anyone who 

 wishes to address Council is given the opportunity to do so.  Also, if the adjacent 

 property is owned by the Crown, we have been circulating the notice to them at which 

 time they are able to provide their comments.  Staff feels that the current method of 

 advising the adjacent property owners ensures that they are adequately notified and 

 often the applicant does not have access to their neighbours name(s) and address and 

 we are not able to provide it to them. 

Financial Implications: 

n/a 

Strategic Plan:  

4.0 Protect and enhance the natural and human environment 

Attachment: 

Comparison chart of Shoreline Road Allowance policies from other townships 

Copy of current policy and application 
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