
The Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha  
By-law 2021- 
Being a by-law of the Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha to 
regulate the operation of all-terrain vehicles on municipal highways and to 
rescind By-Law 2017-109 

 
WHEREAS the Highway Traffic Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter H.8, Section 191.8, 
subsection (3) provides that a Council of a municipality may pass by-laws: permitting 
the operation of off-road vehicles on any highway within the municipality that is under 
the jurisdiction of the municipality, or on any parts of such highway; to prescribe a 
lower rate of speed for off-road vehicles; and where Subsection (4) provides that by-
laws may regulate times of operation on any highway or parts of highway only during 
specified months or hours; 

 
AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha 
deems it desirable to enact such a By-law for all-terrain vehicles (ATV's), multi-
purpose off-highway utility vehicles and recreational off-highway vehicles as defined 
in Section 1 of Ontario Regulation 316/03 as an off-road vehicle that: 

 
All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV): as defined by Ontario Regulation 316/03, means an 
off-road vehicle that: 

 
a) Has four wheels, the tires of which are all in contact with the ground, 
b) Has steering handlebars, 
c) Has a seat that is designed to be straddled by the driver, and, 
d) Is designed to carry, 

i. A driver only and no passengers, or 
ii. A driver and only one passenger, if the vehicle, 

a) Has one passenger seat that is designed to be straddled by 
the passenger while sitting facing forward behind the driver, 
and 

b) Is equipped with foot rests for the passenger that are 
separate from the foot rests for the driver. 

Multi-purpose off-highway utility vehicles: 
a) has four or more wheels, the tires of which are all in contact with the 

ground, 
b) has a steering wheel for steering control, 
c) has seats that are not designed to be straddled, and 
d) has a minimum cargo capacity of 159 kilograms. 

Recreational off-highway vehicles: 
a) has four or more wheels, the tires of which are all in contact with the 

ground, 
b) has a steering wheel for steering control, 
c) has seats that are not designed to be straddled, and 
d) has an engine displacement equal to or less than 1,000 cubic 

centimeters. 
 

"Off-road Motorcycle (ORM)" as defined by Ontario Regulation 316/03, 
means an off-road vehicle, designed primarily for recreational use, that, 

 
a) has steering handlebars; 
b) has two wheels, the tires of which are all in contact with the ground; 
c) has a minimum wheel rim diameter of 250 millimetres; 
d) has a minimum wheelbase of 1,016 millimetres; 
e) has a seat that is designed to be straddled by the driver; 
f) is designed to carry a driver only and no passengers; and 
g) does not have a sidecar. 
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"Off-road Vehicle (ORV)" as defined by the Off-Road Vehicles Act, R.S.O. 
1990, c. 0.4, means a vehicle propelled or driven otherwise than by 
muscular power or wind and designed to travel, 

 
a) on not more than three wheels, or 
b) on more than three wheels and being of a prescribed class of vehicle 

 
"Extreme Terrain Vehicle (XTV)" as defined by Ontario Regulation 
316/03, means an off-road vehicle that: 

a) has six or eight wheels, the tires of which are all in contact with the 
ground; 

b) has no tracks that are in contact with the ground; 
c) has seats that are not designed to be straddled, and; 
d) has a minimum cargo capacity of 159 kilograms. 

 
AND WHEREAS for the purpose of the by-law the term ATV is inclusive of all- terrain 
vehicles, multi-purpose off-highway utility vehicles and recreational off- highway 
vehicles; 

 
AND WHEREAS the purpose of the by-law is to provide access to link an ATV riders 
home or accommodation to the ATV trail, from trail to trail and from ATV trail to 
economic services including food, fuel, supplies and service; 

 
AND WHEREAS pursuant to the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. c.25, as amended, the 
Council of the Corporation of North Kawartha may pass by-laws with respect to 
municipally owned roads including parking and traffic on such highways; 

 
AND WHEREAS the Council of the Township of North Kawartha deems it in the 
public interest to permit and regulate the operation of off-road vehicles on certain 
municipal highways; 

 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Township of North 
Kawartha hereby enacts as follows: 

 
1. That ATVs shall be permitted on highways (streets) as defined in the Highway 

Traffic Act R.S.O., Chapter H.8, which are described in Schedule "A". 
 

2. That the ATV shall not be driven at a rate of speed greater than: 
 

a. 20 km/hr if the speed established under the Highway Traffic Act or by 
municipal by-law for that part of the highway is not greater than 60 
km/hr; or 

 
b. 50 km/hr if the speed limit established under the Highway Traffic Act or 

by municipal by-law for that part of the highway is greater than 60 km/hr. 
 

3. That an ATV shall not be operated on highways unless it meets the equipment 
requirements of Section 7-15 of Ontario Regulation 316/03 and it is operated in 
accordance with Sections 16-24 of the regulation. 

 
4. That an ATV shall not be permitted to travel on a municipal highway if the 

exhaust system has been altered over the manufacturer's recommended 
decibel level. 

 

5. That any person who contravenes any of the provisions of this by-law is guilty 
of an offence and on conviction, where a fine for the contravention is not 
otherwise provided under the Highway Traffic Act, is liable to a fine under the 
Provincial Offences, Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.22, as amended; 

 
6. Helmets are required on all municipal highways along with a valid driver's 

license and insurance. 
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7. Travel must be in the same direction as traffic and ATVs must travel on the 

shoulder of the road, but may travel on the road only if the shoulder is unsafe 
for the operation of an off-road vehicle. 

 
8. No person shall operate an off-road vehicle in such a way as to disrupt or destroy 

the natural environment, or create a nuisance by method of frequency of 
operation on any municipal property or upon any highway within the 
municipality. 

 
9. No person shall operate an off-road vehicle near churches and funeral homes 

when services are in progress and shall keep completely away from hospitals 
and nursing homes unless absolutely necessary. 

 
10. No person shall leave an off-road vehicle within the municipality road allowance 

unless it is within designated parking lot spaces and/or designated on-street 
parking spaces or where otherwise authorized signage is displayed indicating 
that off-road vehicle parking is permitted. 

 
11. No person shall operate an off-road vehicle on private property within the limits 

of the Township of North Kawartha, except if authorized to do so by the owner 
of the private property concerned. 

 
12. All persons purporting to operate off-road vehicles under the permission granted 

in this By-law shall have adequate insurance at all times. In the event that such 
insurance is inadequate in terms of deductibles, terminated or limited coverage 
or otherwise, any and all losses and costs which, the Township of North 
Kawartha may incur as a result of inadequate insurance coverage, are a debt 
due to the Township of North Kawartha, which the person shall pay on demand 
forthwith. 

 
13. This by-law does not apply to police, fire, ambulance, search and rescue or other 

emergency vehicles. 
 

14. That in the event that any of the provisions of this by-law are found by a Court 
of competent jurisdiction to be without effect under Section 14(1) of the 
Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, as amended, such provisions shall be 
deemed to be severed and the remainder of this by-law shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

 
15. That this by-law shall apply in addition to the provisions of any other Township 

by-law and the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, as amended, provided that 
in the event of a conflict, the provisions of any other Township by-law or the 
Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, as amended, shall not be paramount over 
this by-law, provided such provisions are not contrary to law. 

 
16. That this by-law will be commonly called the "ATV By-law". 

 
17. That by-law 2017-109 be repealed in its entirety. 

 
18. That this By-law shall come into force and take effect on the day of the final 

passing thereof. 

 
READ a first, second and third time and passed in open Council on the 4th day of 
May, 2021. 

 
 

  ________________________ 
Carolyn Amyotte, Mayor 

 
 

________________________ 
Connie Parent, Clerk 
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