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— Land Acknowledgment, Peterborough
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— Future Ready: 2020-2024
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— 2019 Friendship Accord Vision
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O’de Piitaanemaan 
is the Ojibway word 
for “respect,” and 

also means to “treat 
someone with great 

care”
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The importance of 
protecting the land 

on which 
Peterborough & the 

Kawarthas is 
located, and 

honouring the 
people who call it 

home

A universal and 
evergreen value—

respect—by drawing 
on the teachings of 
the Michi Saagiig

Anishinaabeg, and 
serves to unify 

everyone for whom 
the region lives 

within their hearts

Oh-da 

Pee-tah-na-mawn

Local Indigenous 
heritage and aligns 

with recent 
commitments to 
"collaboratively 

recognize traditions 
and the richness of 

culture" (2019 
Friendship Accord)

The Meaning It Represents It Reflects Pronounced It Elevates
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A commitment made by visitors to make 
good choices and respect a destination

An educational tool meant to increase 
awareness of and appreciation for the 

tremendous natural, cultural, and historical 
values of a particular place
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As a region that welcomes more than 3 
million visitors every year, Peterborough & 

the Kawarthas understands that when 
achieving a successful visitor economy, it’s 
essential that a destination fosters a strong 
sense of pride of place among residents & 

visitors.

After all, if locals love where they live, 
they’re more likely to spread the word - and 
good feelings - to inspire others to visit as 

well.
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An opportunity for Peterborough & the 
Kawarthas to create a renewed sense of 

togetherness, discovery and identity among 
its residents and visitors



The adoption of the O’de 
Piitaanemaan Pledge will serve as a 

BOLD NEXT STEP following a 
history of hard work and 

investment toward Reconciliation 
and solidarity with the First 

Nations Peoples of Peterborough 
& the Kawarthas
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The O’de Piitaanemaan Pledge will 
serve to inspire pride in 

Peterborough & the Kawarthas 
residents and visitors alike, honour 
the teachings of Curve Lake First 
Nation and Hiawatha First Nation, 
and pave the way for a future of 

touristic innovation.
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“

— 2019 Friendship Accord

In 2019, Indigenous communities and municipalities in Peterborough 
County signed a Friendship Accord with the guiding principles to 

“commit to understanding and respecting each other’s values, customs 
and beliefs.”
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“

— The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario

Source: http://www.lgontario.ca/en/2020/03/27/a-friendship-accord/ 

The Friendship Accord is an unabashed expression of hope and faith. 
It is an ambitious collaboration that makes good on the potential of 

local institutions, which are closest to the people. It is an example for 
all of us, on how to connect the dots between economic, 

environmental, and social issues. Above all, it recognizes the role of 
people in cultivating common ground, while respecting different 

cultural traditions for a more sustainable future.
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Anishinaabeg
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If we’ve learned anything from 
2020, it’s the power of unity, of 

working together for a mutual 
cause. Respect for the people, 
culture and natural spaces we 

depend on, for our future 
generations – for each other – has 

never been more important.
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Since time immemorial, the First 
Nations people of this region have 

understood the importance of 
honouring and respecting the land.

Pledge to be a steward of 
Peterborough & the Kawarthas
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o I pledge to be light on the land and wise on the water

o I’ll explore my surroundings with an open heart, ask for help when I 

need it, and be kind to strangers

o Before starting my day, I’ll gear up, make a game plan and get wind 

of the weather

o I’ll remember my miigwech's, thank-you's and merci’s

o With every new season, I’ll seek fresh experiences and flavours, 

trails and friends

o I’ll place safety before sport when pedaling, paddling, parking or 

power boating

o Be it bison, baked goods or a crafty brew, I’ll buy local where I can

o I’ll greet new cultures and traditional teachings with curiosity, 

kindness and compassion

o After feeding my soul with authentic adventures, I’ll take fond 

memories with me and leave nothing but footprints behind
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https://thekawarthas.ca/pledge/
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https://thekawarthas.ca/pledge/


@

Peterborough & the 
Kawarthas Tourism wants to 
spotlight business owners, 
visitors and residents who 

are taking the pledge – don’t 
forget to tag us!

Help us reach 500 pledges 
by the end of 2021!
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