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Recommendation:

That the Committee approve Minor Variance application A-14-22.

Background:

Owner – Carolyn Moss
Roll No. – 020-202-15000
Ward – Anstruther
Part Lot –   3
Concession –  2
Zoning – Shoreline Residential (SR)
Official Plan – Seasonal Residential
Area – 1.34 acres, 53.4 metres frontage (Anstruther Lake)
911 – 239 Anstruther Lake WAO

Purpose and Effect:

The purpose of Minor Variance Application A-14-22 is to allow for the construction of a new
deck onto an existing seasonal dwelling. Specifically, the variance will have the following

effects:

 To allow for a maximum permitted depth for the proposed deck of 9.8 metres (32.15
feet) within the water yard setback. This is a variance to Section 6.2(q), which allows
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for a maximum depth of 3.7 metres (12 feet) of decks located within the water yard

setback.

Analysis:

This minor variance is requesting relief from Section 6.2(q) of the Township’s Comprehensive
Zoning By-law, to permit the construction of an attached deck on the property located at 239

Anstruther Lake WAO within the Anstruther Ward.

According to information submitted with the application, the property is currently developed in

the form of an approximately 153.19 square metre (1648.99 square foot) dwelling, with an
attached open deck, and setback approximately 23.37 metres (76.7 feet) to the high water

mark. There is also currently a boathouse and outhouse already existing on the property. The

property is serviced via a lake or water body (Anstruther Lake) and a private individual septic

system. The septic system is located north of the existing dwelling.

Surrounding properties are largely residential in nature, comprised of cottage dwellings and

accessory buildings at variable setbacks from the shoreline. The lands immediately adjacent

to the subject property feature the following:

Direction Land Use

North Crown Lands

East Seasonal Residential

South Anstruther Lake

West Seasonal Residential

As proposed, the property owners are seeking to construct a new attached deck, having a

ground floor area of 44.57 square metres (479.79 square feet). The deck as proposed would

be located to the front of the existing dwelling. The application is requesting a slightly larger
increased depth for the proposed deck greater than the maximum permitted in the

Township’s Zoning By-law, in order to ensure a functional space for the property owner’s use.
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This application as a Minor Variance is subject to the four tests as outlined in the Planning

Act. The four tests are as follows:

1. Is this application minor in nature?

The application will permit an increased depth of the proposed attached deck of 9.8

metres (32.15 feet), 6.1 metres (20 feet) greater than what is permitted by the Zoning

By-law.  The location and construction of the deck would otherwise meet all other

development standards. An attached deck is permitted to locate within the water yard,
so long as it does not encroach closer than 9 metres (30 feet) from the high water

mark. As such, there are no anticipated impacts of the increased ground floor area

with respect to environmental or visual impacts. The proposal is considered minor.

2. Is this application appropriate and desirable?

The application will serve to provide an outdoor space for the on-going enjoyment of

the property, and which is permitted to locate within the water yard. The increased

depth of the attached deck will enhance the overall functionality of the existing dwelling

and overall space. The application is considered appropriate and desirable.
3. Does this application conform with the intent of the County of Peterborough’s Official

Plan?
The subject property is designated Shoreland Areas and the Waterfront in the County

of Peterborough Official Plan, together with being designated Seasonal Residential in

the Local Component for the Township of North Kawartha. These designations

recognize shoreline residential development as permitted, while emphasizing the

preservation of tree cover and vegetation and likewise the balance of built and natural

form along the shorelines. While the proposed deck will be within the water yard, it is a
permitted low-impact shoreline structure, which will not require the removal of mature

tree cover. No impacts on the shoreline are anticipated and the application likewise
does not conflict with the Official Plan.

4. Does this application conform with the intent of the Township’s Comprehensive Zoning

By-law?

The subject property is zoned Shoreline Residential (SR) in the Township’s

Comprehensive Zoning By-law. As provided herein, relief is required to permit an
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increased depth for the attached deck. As per Section 6.2(q), new, open, attached

decks and enlargements to existing decks are permitted within the water yard setback

up to a total finished maximum of 3.7 metres (12 feet) in depth from the main building,
so long as it does not encroach closer than 9 metres (30 feet) towards the high water

mark. As proposed, the attached deck would have a maximum depth of 9.8 metres
(32.15 feet) in order to increase the function and utility of the “L” shaped dwelling. All

other provisions of the Zoning By-law, would be complied with for the construction and

placement of the attached deck. No impacts on the shoreline or adjacent residential

properties are anticipated. Therefore, the application is considered to uphold the

general intent and purpose of the Zoning By-law.

This application must also conform to the policies and provisions of the Provincial Policy

Statement (PPS) and A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe

(Growth Plan). The relevant sections are discussed below.

Provincial Policy Statement, 2020

Under the policies of the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS), the subject property is

considered rural lands. The PPS directs that resource-based recreational uses, including

recreational dwellings, are permitted on rural lands. Development is to be compatible with the

rural landscape and sustained by rural service levels. The application is considered

consistent with the PPS.

A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2020 Consolidation)

The subject property is also considered rural lands under the policies of the Growth Plan. On

rural lands, as directed by the Growth Plan, permitted uses include resource-based

recreational uses, including where appropriate, resource-based recreational dwellings for

seasonal accommodation which are compatible with the scale, character and capacity of the

resource and surrounding landscape and related accessory structures. As provided herein,
the proposed development is not anticipated to impact any surrounding land uses, including

Anstruther Lake, and is considered appropriate for the site.

As this application successfully meets the four tests of the Minor Variance and is otherwise
consistent with the PPS and conforms to the relevant policies of the Growth Plan, it is




