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For Our Grandchildren   www.4rg.ca

A local climate-change action group working with citizens 

and governments to do three things: inform, inspire and 

motivate climate action.

We’re here today because municipalities, like yours, 

world-wide are making the biggest contributions to 

reducing carbon emissions.

http://www.4rg.ca/


4RG Meets 

Presents:

Electric Vehicles

4RG Meets facilitates conversations within the community

4RG Presents:  

Home Retrofits



Fossil-fuel reduction is an EMERGENCY!

● Health emergency: As many Canadians died in 2020 from breathing fossil-fuel 
emissions, as from COVID in 2020. Children living in homes with gas stoves have 
a 24% increase for being diagnosed with asthma over their lives.

● Economic emergency: 2021 infrastructure damage in BC has been tagged at 
$7.5 billion = $1500 per BC resident. Insurance costs are rising across Canada.

● Environmental emergency: 35 per cent of bird species, 52 per cent of amphibians are 

threatened with extinction because of climate change.

● Climate emergency: We have to reduce emissions 45% in 8 years to stay below 
1.5 C of warming at which extreme weather becomes even more serious.





Progress on your North Kawartha climate change action plan.

● Milestones 1, 2, 3 were completed with your acceptance of your action 

plan in 2016, promising to reduce carbon emissions by 25% by 2031.

● The North Kawartha community is aiming to achieve a 25% reduction in 

its GHG emissions from the 2011 baseline by 2031. This is equivalent to 

3,074 less tonnes of CO2e emitted per year by 2031, which would put 

the Township’s community emissions at 9,054 tonnes of CO2e per year 

by 2031 compared to the current 12,128 tonnes per year.

● Standards have changed: Federal emission targets are 45% reduction in 

carbon emissions by 2030.



● www.climatecaucus.ca

● Federation of Canadian Municipalities network of 400 local elected climate 

leaders

● It is an online forum of about 1 hour/month for sharing best practices on both 

reducing carbon emissions and preparing for the climate change that we can’t 

avoid 

Municipal 

Emissions

Canada-wide 

Emissions

http://www.climatecaucus.ca/


4RG Requests the Township of North Kawartha 

1. Have someone from your township Staff or Council join the Climate 

Caucus to share best practices, about 1 hour/month.

1. Form a joint Citizens-Council Climate Emergency Task Force to identify 
next steps in milestone 5. Have it develop clear actions to take your 
township to a 45% reduction in carbon usage by 2030. This is Canada’s 
current target and the reduction required to keep global warming below 
1.5  oC . Also work at the county level for best practices by other 
township councils.  (e.g. Douro-Dummer)

1. Educate your citizens about what they can do, as discussed below.



Resources

https://www.pcp-ppc.ca/about

Partners for Climate Protection – Milestone Tool 

https://fcm.ca/en/programs/municipalities-climate-innovation-program/climate-change-adaptation

Federation of Canadian Municipalities Climate Action Maturity Scale 

https://www.pcp-ppc.ca/about
https://fcm.ca/en/programs/municipalities-climate-innovation-program/climate-change-adaptation


 

        CLIMATE   

        EMERGENCY! 
WHAT?   

 
 

 

WHY? 

 
 

WHEN? 
 

WHO? 

 

 

HOW? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peterborough Township Councils want their citizens to be aware 
of the climate crisis facing us all. The Township Councils passed a 
Climate Action Plan in 2016. This information sheet is part of your 
Council’s strategy to keep everyone informed. 
 

Science shows that we all must reduce our greenhouse gases (GHGs) caused by fossil  
fuels. Floods, droughts, extreme temperatures, fires, ocean rising, animal & human migrations 
are the result now, and will worsen if we don’t change. We must understand the earth is 
connected to each of us and that all of the major ecosystems on the earth are threatened by 
our behaviour. 
 

Fossil fuel use must slow by 45% by 2030 and achieve 100% reduction by 2050 according  
to UN experts.  
 

Everyone is involved!  This handout lists actions that individuals can take.  Equally  
important, governments have a huge responsibility to meet international and local  
commitments to help wean us off fossil fuels and build a green economy that includes  
everyone. We borrow the earth from our children. 
  
Discuss the climate emergency with your friends and family. Contact any of the groups listed  
for more help with facts, speakers, and accessible materials. 
 

Tell your elected representatives that we need government action to reduce greenhouse  
gas emissions now!  Contact the Mayor, Townshp Councillors, your MPP and MP M. Ferreri. 
 

Make your house more energy efficient by “retrofitting”: adding more insulation to  
walls/attic, upgrading to energy-efficient appliances & windows. (For information and  
financial help, see the internet links.)  
 

Turn down your thermostat in winter and up in summer.  Even cutting 1 degree can  
reduce your emissions and your fuel bill by 5%.   
 

Buy local foods. Enjoy meatless days which lower the carbon emissions from agriculture. 
 

Walk, bike, take local transit, or car share whenever possible. Consider an electric vehicle, 
including an e-bike. Don’t idle your car.  Every 10 kilometers driven by car produces 1 kilo of 
GHG emissions.  Work at home to avoid transport. If you must fly, buy carbon offsets to 
minimize your GHG impact.  
 

Reduce, reuse, recycle, refuse, and compost. Buy things based on need, not greed. The 
production of steel, cement and plastics are big GHG emission sources.  
 

Read “Braiding Sweetgrass” by Robin Wall-Kimmerer.  
 

 We must live in a way that takes responsibility for the next seven generations. 
 
 
 
 

Clim ate Lessons from  the  

COVID Pandem ic 

  

✔We are connected to each other and to the Earth! We  
need to work together to solve major problems. 

✔COVID-19 has happened because we did not respect the  
boundaries between our wants and nature’s needs.  

✔The COVID-19 and climate crises are global problems  
with global solutions. 

✔There is government money available for essentials like heath  
care, giving people jobs, and caring for the environment. 

✔We have found holes in our society that must be filled: poverty, low-paying jobs, precarious work,  
healthcare for seniors.  

✔Reduced fossil-fuel use has meant healthier air and water, saving us billions in illnesses and deaths. 

✔Working at home can save some of us valuable travel time and fossil fuels. 

✔We cannot go back to business as usual.  We must plan for a sustainable future for seven generations. 

✔We must rebuild an equitable economy, including a basic income to shield the most vulnerable.  
People before profits. 

✔Invest more in joy and opportunity and less in resource extraction. 

✔Commit to voting. VOTE EARTH! 
 

WANT MORE INFORMATION? 

• Info on the climate: The Daily Climate news service: https://www.dailyclimate.org/     

 

County and City Actions: 

Peterborough Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP) at https://sustainablepeterborough.ca/projects/climate-
change-action-plan/.   
Peterborough Climate Emergency Declaration: https://www.peterborough.ca/en/city-hall/city-climate-
change-plans-and-policies.aspx#Climate-Emergency-Declaration-September-23-2019  
 

Energy Savings:  https://www.enbridgegas.com/residential/rebates-energy-conservation/home-efficiency-

rebate;  www.saveonenergy.ca  
 

Local Opportunities for Clim ate Action:   

For Our Grandchildren (4RG): www.4rg.ca; for political information – Vote for a Sustainable Peterborough – 
www.v4sp.ca; to send messages to your grandkids, nieces, etc. go to www.toallourrelatives.ca  
Peterborough Alliance for Climate Action (PACA): https://www.facebook.com/Peterborough-Alliance-for-
Climate-Action-2171376309776570    
Kawartha World Issues Centre: info@kwic.org ; Climate Action Network: contact Malaika Collette at KWIC. 
Random Acts of Green:  www.raog.ca  
Peterborough GreenUP:  https://www.greenup.on.ca     
Peterborough Youth Empowerment: https://www.facebook.com/peterboroughyouthempowerment/ 

 
Sponsored by For Our Grandchildren ( 4 RG)  and The Peterborough Alliance for Clim ate Action ( PACA)   



Other ways to educate our citizens

We know you are people who influence others and can support 

these ideas, especially for rural areas. Encouraging implementation 

of these ideas will reduce your township carbon emissions.

a. Regenerative Agriculture  (e.g. Harley Farms near Keene, and  

Yorkshire Valley Farms near Peterborough)

b. Reduction of carbon emissions from homes, 3rd largest source of 

emissions in Canada, mostly from heating and cooling.

c. Recycling of boat wrap and agricultural plastic; e.g. bale wrap.





The 3rd largest source of emissions in Canada is homes.



Retrofit homes to reduce energy use and carbon emissions

Federal incentives of $600 towards an energy audit to 

explain what can be done + up to $5000 to

- improve insulation and draft-proofing (reduce energy 

use)

- add air-source heat pumps to replace heating oil and 

propane. Pay-back is about 5 years.

- Ontario is installing gas hookups in rural areas @ 

$26,285 EACH which will have to be removed in 10 years 

to meet reduction targets. Tell Doug Ford to subsidize 

heat pumps instead.



Marine and Agricultural Shrink Wrap Recycling

● A problem with a solution

● It costs to transport this plastic into the landfill  

● Simple process to bag it properly for recycling

● A win for the municipality and for boaters and farmers in greening operations

● Less material going into landfill 

● http://www.switchenergycorp.com/BaleWrap.aspx

http://www.switchenergycorp.com/BaleWrap.aspx


Summary of Requests to North Kawartha Township

1. Join the Climate Caucus: a national working group on the  

climate crisis by and for municipal leaders(~ 2 hours/month)

2. Form a joint Citizens-Council Climate Emergency Task  

Force: Work on Milestone 5 locally and at the county level. 

3. Educate your citizens with a mailout. Influence

farmers and home owners regarding regenerative 

agriculture, reduction of carbon emissions from buildings,

recycling of agricultural and boat-wrap plastic.

4. Listen to youth – they are our future.





Thank you for your attention.

How can we help you?

4RG would very much appreciate a written response to these 

requests. Thank you.

How can we help? www.4rg.ca

Other resources: www.greenup.on.ca

http://www.4rg.ca/
http://www.greenup.on.ca/

