
Report to Council 

To: Mayor and Council Members 

From: Chris Challenger, Economic Development Officer  

Date: May 5th 2022   

Subject:         Events of Municipal Significance – Shantilly’s Place 

Recommendation 

That Council provide approval as outlined below: 

1. That the Township pass a resolution declaring the (7) proposed events by Shantilly’s
place as Municipally Significant for the purposes of issuing a Special Occasion
Permit (SOP), subject to the conditions outlined in this report:

Background 

Shantilly’s place operates a retail and takeout food business locally on Chandos Lake. 
In past years, Shantilly’s Place has applied to the Municipality to have several of their 
events deemed “Municipally Significant” for the purposes of obtaining a SOP to serve 
alcohol.   

In 2021, The Township deemed (3) events at Shantilly’s place as Municipally Significant 
for the purposes of providing a SOP. To date, the Municipality has received no 
complaints regarding any of the past events Shantilly’s Place has held.  

Analysis 

As COVID19 regulations are relaxed, Shantilly’s Place is looking to welcome the 
community back this summer with a number of in person events. Shantilly’s Place is 
looking to serve alcohol at (7) of their community events this year. In order to serve 
alcohol at those (7) events, Township Council or its designate must pass a resolution 
of Council deeming the events to be “Municipally Significant.”   

The term Municipally Significant as defined by the AGCO is subjective, and largely left 
to individual Municipalities to determine what Municipally Significant means to them. 
There is no specific threshold (i.e. number of people attending, amount of economic 
activity generated) used to determine whether an event is significant. This provides 



greater flexibility for Municipal Councils in smaller, largely rural Municipalities to 
determine what is significant based on their local community needs. This means we’re 
not held to the same standard as say Toronto or Ottawa for determining what’s 
significant. Staff have reviewed the events and are of the opinion that all (7) events are 
Municipally Significant for the purposes of issuing a SOP.  

The first series of events are (3) “paint and sip nights”, where members of the 
community will be invited to join for a night of wine/cocktail service and guided painting 
instruction from a local artist. They anticipate a maximum of 25 guests for each event. 
This will be a ticketed event, and each ticket will cover admission, materials, and two 
alcoholic beverages. All community members are welcome to join. Aside from the 
Apsley Studio Tour, our local artists don’t have many events within the Municipality to 
showcase their work/talents to the public. These events are an important avenue to 
promote our local artists and our cultural heritage.  

In 2021, Peterborough & The Kawarthas was as selected as of (1) of (4) regions in 
Canada to develop a Culinary Tourism Strategy. The Regions mix of rural and urban 
assets makes it uniquely positioned to build culinary experiences to help drive new 
revenue streams for local businesses. Shantilly’s place is looking to host a dinner series 
on (2) nights, and are in talks to feature celebrity/prominent Toronto based chefs. 
These will be ticketed events, with multiple courses and wine/cocktail service. Each 
dinner would include two sittings, with a maximum capacity of 40-50 people per sitting. 
These events will directly build out new culinary tourism experiences, and position the 
Township as a destination to visit. These experiences are often accompanied with 
overnight stays, which is part of the larger objective when bringing Tourism to the 
Municipality. The dinner series will also help to promotes pride of place for the 
Township.  

The final (2) events are an authors night, and a Canada Day BBQ. The Author’s night 
will feature local authors in the community, and give the authors an opportunity to do a 
reading from their respective books. The Authors night would include a wine service, 
and they anticipate hosting 25-30 people. Shantilly’s Place will also host a Canada Day 
BBQ for the community. They anticipate up to 150 people could attend throughout the 
afternoon, and it is being hosted as a “grab and go” type event. For those that would 
like to stay for alcohol service, patrons must be seated on the side deck at one of their 
picnic tables, and alcohol will not be permitted outside of this zone nor be taken off the 
property. 

Arts, Culture, Tourism, and Community building are all integral parts of Economic 
Development. These events are significant contributors to building a healthy, 
connected community in North Kawartha. All of (7) events are open to permanent and 
seasonal residents, as well as tourists.  

Staff have reviewed with Shantilly’s place whether obtaining a liquor license would be 
the more appropriate option rather than the SOP route. Staff are of the opinion that the 
SOP route is the appropriate option for the following reasons outlined below:  

• Serving alcohol is not part of their core business model. Their food business 
focuses on “to-go” food, and they don’t operate a traditional dine in 
restaurant.



• The costs associated with obtaining a liquor license are too prohibitive and do not 
make financial sense for a small business hosting a few community events each 
year.

• The majority of the events are “limited service” events focused on allowing a 
select number of drinks at a ticketed event (i.e. Paint and Sip).

• Shantilly’s Place is a seasonal business that is only open May – October each 
year, making it onerous for the annual licensing fees from the AGCO.

• The AGCO rules are unfair to businesses that are rural, seasonal, and operate on 
septic systems. The Concerns around sewage system capacity will be mitigated 
by requiring additional portable washrooms to be on site, and have been reviewed 
with the Townships Chief Building Official.

• Hosting (7) events with alcohol over a 365-day period only represents 1.9% of the 
calendar year.

Given the hardships many of our local businesses have faced over COVID19, all levels 
of Government have a responsibility to help our small businesses recover from the 
devastating effects COVID19.  

A strong sense of community and well-being are essential to the fabric of any 
Township. These events will continue to support bringing the community together in a 
positive manner as we start to look at the recovery from COVID19.  

Conditions for Approval 

Township staff are recommending that the Municipality deem the (7) events to be 
Municipally Significant, subject to the following conditions:  

• That Shantilly’s place agrees to have additional portable washrooms on site for 
each event, and that the Townships Chief Building Official will confirm the 
number of portable washrooms needed for each event.

• That Shantilly’s place provide a site plan that outlines all buildings, decks, docks, 
structures, driveway, roads, parking facilities, locations of portable washrooms 
and setbacks to the satisfaction of the Chief Building Official.

• Acknowledge that Shantilly’s Place has been provided a copy of the Township’s 
noise by-law

• That Shantilly’s place will make available the 1.5 acre boat storage site they 
owned directly behind them for excess parking, and will keep clear a route for 
emergency vehicles at all times

• Have SMART serve certified employees serving alcohol

Financial Implications 

N/A 

Strategic Plan:  

2. Economy –Guide Economic Growth for a Sustainable Community 

In Consultation With; 



Connie Parent, Clerk  
Travis Toms, Chief Building Official  Alana 
Solman, Chief Administrative Officer 

Attachment: 

Appendix A – List of proposed Event 
Dates 



Featured Dinner Evenings 

July 30th 2022  

August 27th 2022  

Canada Day BBQ  

July 1st 2022  

Author’s Night  

July 13th 2022  

Paint and Sip Events 

June 29th 2022 

July 20th 2022 

August 17th 2022 
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