
 

Township of North Kawartha 
 
 
To:   The Mayor and Members of Council 
 
Prepared by: Emma Drake, M.Sc., RPP, Township Planning Consultant 
 
Reviewed by: Darryl Tighe, M.Sc., RPP, Township Planning Consultant 
 
Meeting Date: October 4th, 2022 
 
Subject: Update on Proposed Housekeeping Amendment to Comprehensive 

Zoning By-law #26-2013 

Purpose: 

The purpose of this report is to present for Council’s consideration and direction, proposed 

revisions to the Comprehensive Zoning By-law to be addressed through a housekeeping 

amendment to Comprehensive Zoning By-law #26-2013.  

Recommendation:  

1. That Council receive the planning report as prepared by the Township Planning 

Consultants for information;  

2. That Council direct Staff to proceed with the scheduling of a Statutory Public Meeting 

to collect public feedback on the proposed amendment.  

Background: 

At the September 6th, 2022 Regular Meeting of Council, a report was brought forward 

highlighting potential provisions in the Township’s Comprehensive Zoning By-law proposed to 

be amended through a housekeeping by-law. At that meeting, Council passed a resolution 

directing staff to proceed with a housekeeping amendment to address the identified 

provisions.  

In the interim, a draft zoning by-law amendment has been prepared and reviewed with 

Township Staff. A copy of the preliminary draft zoning by-law amendment is attached to this 

report for Council’s review and consideration, which is subject to revision at the direction of 

Council and following receipt of further Staff and public feedback. A summary of the proposed 

amendments is also provided below.  



 

Amendments Proposed: 

Bunkhouses and Detached Garages 

Within the draft zoning by-law amendment, as currently proposed, there are a number of 

revisions to existing definitions, as well as proposed revisions to the provisions of Section 3.1, 

which would in effect permit bunkhouses as-of-right in detached garages, provided other 

applicable criteria are met including the existing maximum floor area of 37 square metres and 

side yard setback of 4.5 metres. The draft zoning by-law amendment also proposes to delete 

the provision restricting access to the upper storey of a garage to an internal, unenclosed 

staircase.  

Gazebos and Detached Decks 

The draft zoning by-law amendment proposes to revise the provisions of Section 3.1 to 

provide clarity that gazebos and decks are permitted both within and outside of the required 

water yard. The draft zoning by-law maintains a maximum size of 10 square metres and a 

maximum height of 3 metres where gazebos and decks are proposed within the required 

water yard. However, no size or height provisions are proposed to be imposed for gazebos 

and detached decks outside of the water yard save and except for the general provisions for 

accessory structures.  

Multiple Zones on a Property 

Additional clarity has been provided in the Zoning By-law, specifically Section 3.16, to direct 

that where there are multiple zones on a lot, the zone boundaries shall be treated as lot lines. 

However, lot area and lot frontage for a property may include all zones on the property, save 

and except for the area of a lot zoned Environmental Constraint (EC) Zone.  

Replacement and Expansion of Dwellings within the Water Yard 

Most significantly, the draft zoning by-law amendment proposes to delete Section 6.2 (q) and 

7.2 (o) which pertain to the enlargement of existing non-complying main buildings within the 

water yard; and consolidate the provisions for such under Section 3.18 being for existing 

Non-Complying Buildings.  

The proposed consolidated and revised provisions, would permit the replacement and 

enlargement of existing dwellings within the required water yard as-of-right, subject to the 



 

following conditions which provide for a tiered approach for redevelopment, based on 

distance from the shoreline: 

• No further encroachments towards the waterbody would be permitted;  

• No enlargement to the size or height of a dwelling within 9 metres of the high water 

mark would be permitted as-of-right;  

• Where a dwelling is located between 9 and 15 metres from the high water mark, the 

replaced or enlarged structure may not be wider across the front than 40% of the 

existing shoreline frontage to a maximum of 18.3 metres. Increases in height would be 

limited to an additional 1.2 metres (4 feet).  

• Where a dwelling is located between 15 and 30 metres from the high water mark, the 

replaced or enlarged structure may not be wider across the front than 60% of the 

existing shoreline frontage to a maximum of 27.6 metres. Increases in height would be 

limited to 2.4 metres (8 feet).  

The tiered approach as outlined above is intended to help limit the dominance of built form 

permitted as-of-right where the redevelopment of a property is proposed, in accordance with 

the direction of the County of Peterborough Official Plan.  

Attached Decks within the Water Yard  

The draft zoning by-law amendment also proposes to permit as-of-right, the encroachment of 

decks attached to a dwelling into the water yard a maximum of 3.7 metres. However, no new 

decks or enlargements to existing decks would be permitted within 9 metres of the high water 

mark.  

Building Height 

In specific response to the correspondence previously received from local area builders and 

contractors, a review of height provisions in shoreline residential zones in similar and 

surrounding municipalities was conducted. The largest height permitted in this scan was 11 

metres, with the lowest being 7.5 metres, similar to the existing provisions in North Kawartha. 

The average height permitted in shoreline residential zones in Peterborough County, 

exclusive of North Kawartha, was 10 metres. The average height was also 10 metres across 

a larger review area, including Peterborough County, Haliburton County and Hastings 

County. The heights permitted in the Shoreline Residential (SR) Zone and Shoreline 



 

Residential Island (SRI) Zone in the Township’s Comprehensive Zoning By-law are likewise 

proposed to be updated from 7.5 metres as existing, to 10 metres.  

Additional Comments: 

Additional provisions were previously identified to be addressed in the housekeeping 

amendment, including office uses in institutional zones. However, in order to maintain a 

reduced scope for the proposed housekeeping amendment which addressed the most 

significant issues of the Zoning By-law, these provisions have been deferred at this time and 

could be addressed at a later date.  

In order to collect public input on the proposed zoning by-law amendment, it is recommended 

that Council direct Staff to proceed with the scheduling of a statutory public meeting.  

Strategic Plan: 

3.1. Maintain policies that enable effective governance 

4.1. Promote Responsible Environmental Stewardship 

In Consultation With: 

Applicable Municipal Staff 

Attachments: 

Draft Zoning By-law Amendment  
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