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  Memo 
To:      Amanda Dougherty, Senior Planner DM Wills  

Township of North Kawartha Planning Consultant 
From: Laura Stone, Planner 
Date: November 10, 2022 
Re: Zoning By-law Amendment ZA-23-22 (Bisson) 

Township of North Kawartha 
Response to Public Consultation 
KMD File 2022-14 

Please accept this memo as a response to the letters of objection as brought before 
Council during the Public Meeting of October 18, 2022. The Zoning By-law 
Amendment Application seeks to permit an existing small-scale boathouse at a 
setback of 20.8 metres to the high water mark and 0.84 metres from the side lot 
line. 

Concern was given to the design of the structure in that it resembles a shed. As 
defined in the Comprehensive Zoning By-law: 

 

The boathouse in question is used to store marine equipment, such as paddles and 
life jackets, as well as personal boating crafts, like stand-up paddleboards.  
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The By-law definition does not specify the look/appearance of a boathouse. Thus a 
boathouse may appear to be shed-like in design. 

It should also be noted that there were no comments from residents on Chandos 
Lake. A boathouse is a use that is commonly seen along waterfront properties on 
Chandos Lake, as well as other lakes in the Township. 

There are no visual or environmental impacts associated with the boathouse are 
minimal. Further, the boathouse did not require excavation for its placement and 
therefore the soils remain undisturbed. Curve Lake First Nation requested an 
Archaeological Study, but given that there was minimal movement of earth, the 
boathouse does not meet the criteria to require such a study. 

Finally, concern was raised about the placement of the boathouse and its proximity 
to the high water mark. The boathouse itself is less than the minimum size of 
structure that would require a building permit. It is relatively common that in this 
instance, the zoning requirements are not taken into consideration by the property 
owners for such a small-scale boathouse. Once brought to the attention of my 
clients, they worked with KMD Planning and the Township to legalize the boathouse.  

Secondly, the placement of the boathouse respects the topography and shape of the 
property. The property comes to a pinch point where the boathouse is located, 
creating the need for its placement to be 0.84 metres from the side property line. 
Additionally, the elevation of the property rises dramatically to the rear of the 
boathouse, which causes the existing location to be optimal in that it is removed as 
far from the high water mark as possible while allowing for storage of marine 
equipment within a reasonable distance to the water. 

I look forward to discussing this matter further at the next December 6, 2022 Public 
Meeting. 

Yours truly, 

 
     
Laura Stone, Planner 

 


