
Township of North Kawartha 

Report to Council  

To: Mayor and Council Members 

Date: January 14, 2020 

Author: Dianna Everson, Deputy Treasurer 

Subject: Delegation of Authority with Respect to Property Assessment and Collection 

of Taxes 

Recommendation:  

That this report dated January 14, 2020 regarding the Delegation of Authority with Respect to 
Property Assessment and the Collection of Taxes be received and the following 
recommendations be adopted: 

1. That Council delegate authority to initiate and file notices of assessment appeals and 
applications for assessment reconsideration, for any property in the Township of North 
Kawartha, with the Assessment Review Board and The Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation from time to time, to the Treasurer or her designate; 

2. That Council delegate authority to withdraw any appeal or assessment reconsiderations 
filed by the Township of North Kawartha, should it be determined that it is not in the 
Municipality’s best interest to proceed, to the Treasurer or his designate; 

3. That Council delegate authority to attend before the Assessment Review Board on 
property tax or assessment matters as a party to all appeals whether filed by Township of 
North Kawartha or another person, entity or agent, to the Treasurer or her designate; 

4. That Council delegate authority to execute settlement agreements and approve requests 
for reconsideration, on behalf of Township of North Kawartha, reached in the course of a 
taxation or property assessment appeal or request, to the Treasurer or her designate. 

5. And that the delegation by-law be updated to reflect these items of delegated authority. 

Background: 

Sections 39 and 40 of the Assessment Act allows that any person, including a municipality, 
may appeal to the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) or the Assessment 
Review Board (ARB), that a property assessment may be too high, too low, wrongly classified 
or omitted from the assessment roll.  And further Section 357 of the Assessment Act allows 
that an application may be made to the Treasurer or designate for Cancellation, Reduction, or 
refund of Taxes. The delegation of the authority for staff to perform the tasks associated with 
these appeals, and the related collection of property taxes, will allow them to be performed in 
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an efficient and expedient manner. 

The Township of North Kawartha has an assessment base of over 1 Billion dollars. This base 
tax must be managed to ensure that property tax is levied and collected in a fair and 
equitable way.  

Section 23.1 of the Municipal Act, requires that a by-law must be enacted for Council to 
delegate its' authorities to staff, and section 286 of the Municipal Act allows that Council may 
permit the Treasurer to delegate his authority related to the collection of taxes. 

Analysis: 

The delegation of authority with respect to property assessment and collection of taxes is a 
Proactive method of Assessment Management, and is a key component towards a self-
sustaining municipality.  

Consultation was undertaken with other municipalities and it was determined that these 
delegations are common practice. The language and structure of the by-law and report have 
been reviewed by the Clerk's Office.  

Financial Implications: 

Decision in regards to 357/358 applications and Minutes of Settlement from the Assessment 

Review Board usually result in a reduction of property taxes. 

Strategic Plan:  

3.1 Maintain policies that Enable Effective Governance 

Attachment: 

None 

 


