
 

 

December  12,2019 
 
 
To: MP’s and MPP’s 
 Minister of Environment and Climate Change Canada   
 Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
 Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 
 Peterborough County 
 

The Environment Council for Stoney, Clear and White Lakes recently made a presentation to 
us regarding the need for collective action to manage the invasion, spread and impacts of 
Starry Stonewort. As a volunteer organization they have done a lot of work to increase 
awareness of this invasive species. It is clear, however, that the rapid spread of this species 
and the scale of ecological and economic impacts warrants a collective response from all lev-
els of government to effectively manage it in the Trent-Severn Waterway (TSW). Based on 
the history and complexity of jurisdictional responsibility in the TSW it is evident that a re-
newed collaborative approach is needed to be effective. 

Starry Stonewort is a rapidly spreading macro algae that over the last decade has invaded 
Lake Simcoe and Lake Scugog. In the last few years it has spread to many lakes in the   
TSW including Stoney, Buckhorn, Sturgeon, Rice and Pigeon Lakes. Recently it has been 
confirmed in Big Cedar Lake which is land-locked from the TSW north of Stoney Lake. The 
rapid rate of spread is indicative of the aggressive nature of this algae and the likelihood of 
spread through out the entire TSW and many other lakes in Ontario. 

In lakes that it has invaded, it forms dense mats of floating vegetation that plug up large bays 
of lakes. Large monocultures of Starry Stonewort in these lakes are impacting the natural bi-
odiversity of aquatic plants, invertebrates and other fish species that are needed to sustain 
healthy lake ecosystems. Fish, turtles or frogs cannot swim through the dense mats. This will 
impact the food chain resulting in further decline and loss of already over-exploited and 
stressed fisheries. 

In addition, these dense mats of Starry Stonewort impair recreation as it is no longer possible 
to swim or paddle a canoe in infested areas. Small boat motors become entangled in it. 
Some large boats can travel through it at high speed, however, Starry Stonewort is spread by 
fragmentation so this will lead to further spread throughout a lake. Large mats of decompos-
ing Starry Stonewort will impair recreational and aesthetic value of these beautiful lakes. This 
will have significant economic impact on tourism businesses including marinas and resorts 
as well as the cottaging industry throughout the TSW and much of Ontario. 

We understand that the Federal Government, including the TSW as a part of Parks Canada 
Agency (PCA) is responsible for managing the bed of the waterway and water flows and the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) is responsible for managing fish habitat.  PCA 
has a strong mandate to protect ecological integrity, however, this policy is no longer being 
applied to the TSW since the previous government laid off all staff in the TSW Resource 
Conservation Program. This recent invasion is just one example that will have significant 
ecological and economic impacts that may have been avoided with a pro-active approach 
delivered through an ongoing resource conservation program in the area. Given their level of 
responsibility we ask the federal government to: 

• Restore full funding to re-establish a Resource Conservation Program for the TSW.   
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• Collaborate with the Province to lead a multi-jurisdictional response to manage invasive 
species like the Starry Stonewort in the Trent- Severn Waterway.  

• Fund and actively support partners in the development of a long-term aquatic research 
and monitoring program in the TSW.   

We also understand that the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) is 
responsible for managing fisheries and Ontario Ministry of Environment, Conservation and 
Parks is responsible for water quality (including Starry Stonewort since it is a macro algae) in 
all Ontario Lakes including the TSW. Therefore, Ontario also has a shared lead role in man-
aging the impacts and spread of Starry Stonewort. As well, this species is spreading to sur-
rounding lakes such as Big Cedar that is not connected to the TSW. Ontario has a lead role 
to play in the funding of invasive species program to increase awareness and reduce the 
spread of these invasive species across Ontario. Due to recent Provincial funding cuts, the 
Ontario Invasive Plant Council is no longer funded and does not have the resources to pro-
vide valuable information to our lake associations to help identify, prevent the spread of inva-
sive species and manage impacts. Again, maintaining a relatively very small investment in a 
pro-active awareness program would help avoid long term ecological and economic impacts 
across Ontario that will now cost more to manage in perpetuity. It is paramount that a robust 
invasive species awareness program be fully funded in Ontario. We encourage Ontario to: 

• Restore full funding to the Ontario Invasive Plant Council.   

• Collaborate with the federal government to lead a multi-jurisdictional response to manage 
invasive species like the Starry Stonewort in the Trent- Severn Waterway.  

• Fund and actively support partners in the development of a long-term aquatic research 
and monitoring program in the TSW.   

Starry Stonewort is one of a long list of both recent invaders and future invaders currently in 
the Great Lakes and on our doorstep with an accessible pathway through the TSW. In addi-
tion there is a growing list of stressors to the fisheries and lake ecosystem including climate 
change, shoreline development / habitat loss, large scale development proposals, nutrient 
loading and loss of native species. Due to the scale of impacts to fish, fish habitat, recreation 
and business in the TSW, it is clear that collective action is needed across all levels of gov-
ernment to be effective in managing the impacts from these stressors. Any further delays to 
take action will increase both ecological and economic impacts to the health of the people 
and thriving tourism economies of the area.   

We all have a responsibility to act now to protect this invaluable freshwater resource for fu-
ture generations.  We strongly encourage your government to demonstrate leadership to col-
laborate with all other levels of government to take action and to commit resources to man-
age Starry Stonewort, to protect fisheries and the ecological integrity of aquatic ecosystems 
across the TSW.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mayor and Council 

________ Township 

 

c.c.  info@environmentalcouncil.ca 


