
Township of North Kawartha 

Report to Council – Building and Planning Department 

To: Mayor and Council Members 

Date: January 29, 2020 

Author: Travis Toms, Chief Building Official 

Subject: Peer Review of Studies 

Recommendation:  

Council receive the report for information and choose one of the 2 following options; 

Option 1, 

Enter into the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Crowe Valley Conservation 

Authority (CVCA) for the purposes of peer reviewing studies for planning applications on an 

as needed basis as determined by the planning consultant. 

Option 2, 

Amend the scope of work provided by D.M. Wills to include the peer review of studies for 

planning applications on an as needed basis as determined by the planning consultant. 

Background: 

On February 19, 2019 a report was brought to Council in respect to sourcing an outside 

agency to complete a peer review of studies requested as a result of planning applications, 

resulted in Council passing the following motion; 

19-65 

Moved - Councillor Miszuk 

Seconded – Councillor O’Shea 

That the municipality enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Crowe Valley 

Conservation Authority (CVCA) to be responsible for peer reviewing studies as required 

under the Planning Act. Carried. 
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Staff have since worked with Crowe Valley Conservation Authority to develop a 

Memorandum of Understanding.  

In June of 2019 the township retained Landmark Associates as a planning Consultant and 

later that year Landmark joined D.M. Wills consulting. D.M. Wills have a complete staff of 

over 80 employees inclusive of environmentalist’s, planners and engineers. 

Analysis: 

The past few months has been a trial method for both CVCA and the township. At this time, 

we are the only township to have CVCA complete a peer review on our behalf.  While about 

40% of the township is under the jurisdiction of CVCA the remaining portion is not regulated 

by a conservation authority. This has caused some difficulties during our trial with CVCA. 

CVCA also has limited staff so they will have to retain another source to perform the peer 

review on some studies. 

D.M. Wills has a fully qualified experienced staff that would be able to review all studies in 

house, in a timely matter. 

Financial Implications: 

All associated costs are to be paid by the owner/applicant. 

Strategic Plan:  

4.0 Protect and Enhance the natural and human environment 

Attachment: 

MOU 

D.M. Wills Memo dated January 20, 2020 

 


