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Subject: Peer Review – Planning Studies 

Recommendation:  

That Council choose one of the three following options in regards to peer reviews for studies 

required under the Planning Act: 

1) That the municipality enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Crowe 

Valley Conservation Authority (CVCA) to be responsible for peer reviewing studies as 

required under the Planning Act; 

2) That the municipality opt for using Stantec, the same firm as employed by the County 

of Peterborough, and that a Memorandum of Understanding be entered into with them 

as soon as possible for peer review of studies required under the Planning Act; or 

3) That the municipality circulate a Request for Proposal for interested firms to provide a 

summary of costs and services for peer review of studies as required under the 

Planning Act. 

Background: 

The Township does not currently have an agency or business who does peer reviews for 

studies required under the Planning Act. 

Analysis: 

From time to time, planning applications in the Township of North Kawartha trigger the 

requirement for studies to be conducted.  Studies typically requested primarily involve 

Environmental Impact Studies (EIS), though for larger or more complex applications other 

studies are required, such as hydrogeological or noise/dust/vibration studies.  Through 
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research and conversation with other municipalities and the CVCA, it was determined that a 

large number of townships employ their conservation authorities to peer review studies.  The 

County, however, employs the firm Stantec for their reviews. 

 In correspondence with the CVCA, I was told that the fee to peer review is $60 per hour and 

they have the capability to review the majority of studies that we would receive under the 

Planning Act.  In order to enact such an agreement for peer review, a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) would be required between the municipality and the CVCA.  Studies 

that the CVCA does not have the capability for would be sent to another conservation 

authority who has a staff member with the appropriate background. 

The MOU would outline the terms in which the municipality would use the services provided 

by the Authority.  It is expected that the applicant would be responsible for all fees associated 

with the peer review and that the CVCA would invoice the applicant directly.  Given that the 

applicant will be responsible for the fees associated with a peer review, the CVCA is the most 

economical option, while providing excellent insight into the studies that are occasionally 

required with planning applications. 

The County of Peterborough uses Stantec to review studies and the fee schedule that is 

applicable to the County is attached to this report for information purposes only.  It has been 

recommended by the County that if this is the option the Township chooses, we will have to 

enter into a MOU with Stantec but can use the County’s pricing until that task is complete.  

The price list attached to this report is dated from 2015 and the prices are expected to have 

increased over the past four years.  As with the CVCA, applicants will be responsible for any 

costs associated with the peer review and will be billed directly.  Stantec has an excellent 

reputation and are able to conduct all peer reviews in house. 

The third and final option is to send out a Request for Proposal (RFP) to find firms interested 

in conducting peer reviews for the municipality.  Should Council opt for this choice, it is 

recommended that an RFP be done as quickly as possible to ensure we have a peer 

reviewing firm as we move into the busy season for building and planning. 
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Financial Implications: 

None 

Strategic Plan: 

4.0 Protect and enhance the natural and human environment 

Attachment: 

Municipal Plan (Peer) Review Services – Stantec (for information purposes only) 


