
Township of North Kawartha 

Report to Council – Building and Planning Department 

To: Mayor and Council Members 

Date: February 12, 2019 

Author: Laura Stone, Junior Planner 

Subject: Proposed Amendment to Places to Grow 

Recommendation:  

That Council review the attached draft letter to Charles O’Hara, Ontario Growth Secretariat, 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs in regards to the proposed changes for the Growth Plan. 

Background: 

The Provincial government proposed an amendment for the Growth Plan for the Greater 

Golden Horseshoe and is asking for feedback. 

Analysis: 

The proposed changes to the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe span six (6) 

general categories.  

Primary changes that would impact North Kawartha:  

• Minor rounding out of rural settlements 

o Specification that rural settlements are not part of the designated greenfield 

area 

o A new policy that allows minor expansion for settlement areas to allow for 

localized growth 

• Natural Heritage Systems (NHS) mapping to be delayed until Official Plan update 

occurs 

o Kawartha’s Naturally Connected worked on a Natural Heritage System map 

based on ground truth which reflects a more accurate picture of what is 
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happening in North Kawartha 

• Re-examine intensification targets to allow for alternative targets with approval from 

the Minister 

o Annual growth in Peterborough County is expected to be 600 persons per year 

between 2031 and 2041 and can be managed at a local/regional level 

o Requirement for simplified criteria to determine intensification and greenfield 

area density targets 

Generally, many of the study requirements for the Growth Plan are far too onerous for a slow-

growth municipality.  Some of the studies include a watershed study, employment density 

assumptions, housing assumptions, intensification analysis and land availability analysis. 

These studies take a tremendous amount of time and funding and given the growth rate of 

600 persons per year in the County of Peterborough, it is difficult to justify the undertaking of 

such studies. 

Financial Implications: 

None 

Strategic Plan: 

4.0 Protect and enhance the natural and human environment 

Attachment: 

Letter of comment to Charles O’Hara 
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