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June 15, 2020   

Council of the Township of North Kawartha 

280 Burleigh Street, P.O. Box 550 
Apsley, ON K0L 1A0 

 

Dear Ms. Parent:  

 

Re:  June 16, 2020 Proposed CZBL Amendments 

 

I am writing with respect to Application #ZA-11-2020 Island A, Jack Lake, 1030 Jack 

Lake Armstrong Island, before Council tomorrow.  

 
I understand a small boathouse, constructed in the 1930s or 1940s, was recently demolished. 

It’s unclear whether the footprint of the recognized-demolished boathouse is below, above, 

or over the high-water mark. Hopefully North Kawartha has detailed mappings and photos 

showing the precise coordinates (position/size) of the recognized-demolished boathouse.  

 
As a pre-1979 boathouse, I have no concern that North Kawartha recognized the historic 

boathouse as a legally non-conforming, lawfully existing, structure -- so long as the 

position, size etc. are accurately recorded. I support owners’ rights to 

rebuild/repair/strengthen as provided for in by-law #2019-095. The recognized-demolished 
boathouse, regardless of whether it was on water or on land, can be lawfully rebuilt in the 

identical position to the same original size.  

 

The public meeting notice indicates the purpose and effect of this part of the proposed by-

law amendment is to permit the tear-down and rebuild of a boathouse. The notice is 
incorrect. The boathouse has already been torn down. And there is no intention to rebuild 

it. According to sketches provided of the proposed “boathouse”, the proposed structure 

conflicts with the CZBL’s boathouse definition, which means designed and used to house, 

shelter, store, or protect watercraft. The sketches make clear that the intention is to build an 

at-water cabana living room. 
 

Nothing in by-law 2019-095 provides for a legal non-conforming right to be bargained for 

a different use or increased structure size.  

 

The purpose of the Planning Act non-conforming provisions is to eliminate non-conformity 
over time, not to make it worse.  
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The proposed new larger “boathouse” is neither lawful under the present by-law nor 
justifiable by demolition of the historic boathouse coupled with the artifice of transferring 

“rights” somewhere else. The proposal to build a larger “boathouse” elsewhere is contrary 

to the Planning Act (including ss. 34.(9)) and the Official Plan waterfront and water 

protection provisions.  

 
The right to rebuild a lawfully existing in-water boathouse is entirely different from giving 

permission to build a new non-permitted on-land boathouse. From the information presently 

available to me, this is neither an appropriate (in the planning sense) nor legal replacement 

of the recognized-demolished legal non-conforming much smaller boathouse. To condone 

this strategy would make a mockery of North Kawartha’s on-land boathouse by-law, 
sending a strong signal going forward to staff, ratepayers, and contractors that new on-land 

boathouses will be permitted by Council.  

 

I encourage Council to deny at least the “boathouse” portion of the application, and reserve 

comment on the proposal to build an additional cottage on the property exceeding the 
intended size of a guest cabin. Please acknowledge this submission. I request that it be read 

into the public record at tomorrow’s public meeting. Kindly advise me of Council’s 

decision. Thank you. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Barry Glaspell 




