
 Economic Development Cooperative 

 

Input to 2021 Strategic Plan of North Kawartha 
 

 
This is to address Council in its Strategic Plan meeting, Tuesday, September 22, 2020 on 
behalf of the Economic Development Cooperative of North Kawartha.  We will look at where 
we are now, what is in the pipeline, and what we recommend for the future. 
 

State of our Economy 

 
All supply chains are stretched, with national stockpiles of many goods being depleted since 
March, 2020, and replacement production constrained.  Food supplies will be tight due to 
reduced agricultural workers, global trade barriers, and many environmental interruptions.  
 
Construction and landscape contractors have never been busier - a situation which may last 
another year.  Real estate prices and demand have shot up, with many urbanites moving to 
the cottage.  Labour shortages and escalating material prices make it difficult for contractors 
to price projects and operate at a profit. 
 
Retail businesses in North Kawartha are struggling with higher costs, lower sales, and rapidly 
changing customer needs – they are reluctant to hire even as hours of service are reduced.  
New hires are difficult to find, with CERB financial support and Covid 19 vulnerabilities 
keeping people at home. 
 
Restaurants have struggled through the initial lockdown, but have been creative in providing 
outdoor patios and internal seating arrangements.  The Apsley Inn has established a following 
for their Indian cuisine, and has a renewed lodging business with their extensive renovations.  
Colder weather will require more adjustments as the outdoor facilities are discontinued. 
 
Internet access has improved, but Bell’s WTTH (Wireless To The Home) must be installed 
beyond the CR 620 tower, to supply Jack Lake, Hwy 28, and Stoney Lake.  The pending 
Lasswade tower will fix a dark spot for cell and internet.  Real estate sales are increasingly 
conditional on internet availability of at least 3MB/s, and continually rising above that. 
 
Community programs (fitness, Seniors, hockey) are restarting, now that Municipal facilities 
are opening, but there is a persistent socialization deficit – people are not interacting as often 
as pre-pandemic, and negative rumours start without warning.  Many snowbirds will  stay 
away from US destinations, increasing our off-season population and demand for medical and 
other services. 
 
By all accounts from County and Township staff, they are dealing with heavy workloads – 
record infrastructure project level, Covid 19 procedures and facilities changes, and 
development of  economic recovery plans.  Planning applications and building permits are 
down from year earlier, but likely better than other Townships in our county.  This may 
indicate a construction downturn in the future, consistent with the industry view.   
 
 
 



What We Are Doing Now, Economically 

 
The Economic Development Cooperative has progressed well since our inauguration in May, 
2019.  We now have 36 members, a public website (https://nkedc.ca), a membership-only 
Facebook site, regular monthly Zoom meetings, and a structure to address projects across 
our community.  Two of our Directors (Susan Northey and Paul Tucker) are recruiting 
members from the business sector, and will likely add another Facebook site.  
 
During 2020, we supported Community Care to address a funding shortfall, displayed the 
welcome banner on Burleigh St., supported the Rural Economic Development Officer hiring 
decision, and are exploring solutions to housing rental shortage and snowmobile access to 
Apsley businesses.  We continue to provide a public forum to identify issues, and expertise to 
develop solutions. 
 
The Township’s Community Improvement Project is rolling out the first $20K investments.  
Benches have been located throughout Apsley and grants made to several orgainizations. 
 
 

Strategic Plan Input 
 

Hiring and implementing the Rural EDO position has never been more important.   We are prepared to 

help bring the Rural EDO on board – review EDC community survey data, analyse PKED business 

survey, meet business operators, and participate in our community forums.  We support development of 

an Economic Development Strategic Plan. 

 

We ask Council to work with Federal and Provincial Ministries and EORN in eliminating areas with no 

internet/cell service, and implementing internet availability to the new 50 MB/s standard.  

 

We are developing a ‘Buy Local’ Campaign for businesses and residents, to meet customer needs while 

increasing sales.  We will ask for Council support in this project. 

 

We ask for Council’s involvement in developing a proposal for the ‘Bank Building’ to become a 

Business Hub, Tourist Information Centre, and possibly the Rural EDO office.   

 

We support continuing the Mayor’s video messages on a timely basis, addressing those issues which 

are prominent in our taxpayers minds. 

 

We support the Township’s commitment to the Service Delivery Review, and will participate actively 

as requested. 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to hear our input.   

 

 

Barry Rand, Chair EDC NK 
 
 

 

https://nkedc.ca/

