
To: Mayor and Council

From: Bryan Smith, President Gravel Watch

I am writing you knowing that you work hard in your community for the
betterment of residents, both as their local representatives and as members of
larger associations, including the Association of Municipalities of Ontario. You live
in a time of multiple crises – a public health crisis, an economic crisis, a mental
health crisis, an addiction crisis, a crisis in community belonging, and a potential
crisis in food production and distribution. I do not envy you your position. In fact, I
wish you strength, individually and collectively.

Gravel Watch is, like you, concerned with these. We have moved to electronic
meetings to avoid the spread of germs. We offer a view of conservation of
resources as a solution to economic dislocation. We propose helpful and hopeful
solutions to our members and others. We sympathize with those addicted and
those affected by it. We unite community groups. We see that the rampant
destruction of agricultural lands in Ontario will exacerbate the disruptions of food
chains to be expected this winter.

The core of our work, however, is with community groups facing aggregate
extraction or living with the impacts of pits and quarries on them. To them we
offer advice, mentorship and fellow feeling. We know they often come to you
with questions. That is normal and good. On the other hand, we extend our offer
of help to any individuals or groups who have concerns about aggregate
extraction. You can shift some of your burden of working with community groups
to us. We would be pleased to assist.

Further, we know that municipalities are being stripped of their right to vertical
zoning under new regulations in the Aggregate Resources Act. We think that is



wrong because it puts municipalities and water sources in danger. You are legally
responsible for source water protection, yet below-the-water-table pits and
quarries can be vectors for biological and chemical toxicants into drinking water.
The MNRF’s “Pits and Quarries Online” shows just how frequent it is that
aggregate extraction happens perilously close or below the water table. Similarly,
when extraction is complete, municipalities lose land and as a result lose tax base.
We believe that you and Gravel Watch would be wise to ask the Province to
enforce a regulation which forbids any extraction below the water table.  We
would like to work with you on that.

All communities are dependent on food for their survival. In much of Ontario,
prime farmland is disappearing. Research being done jointly by Gravel Watch, the
National Farmers Union and McMaster University will access data and make it
available to you about the danger to food sustainability if pits and quarries and
other uses replace Ontario’s best fertile land. Like the disappearance of land to
water features where the taxes never come back, the loss of land to “interim use”
which can extend for decades means soil fertility is irrevocably lost. This is not
good for residents hungry for fresh, local, healthy food.

Gravel Watch believes that the Ontario government needs to consult
municipalities and communities more broadly to develop and implement
regulations which will evaluate and rationalize the supply and demand equation
for stone, sand, and gravel. Those regulations need to be applied consistently and
clearly; lack of clarity is currently costing municipalities and communities while
exposing inconsistencies in the application of rule of law. Rehabilitation of
dormant, and abandoned pits to their best possible uses is a promise made at
licencing. You see little of it done, and this not just because berms block the view.
This too takes land out of available stocks. Finally, Gravel Watch is of the view
that the Province needs to be more responsive and more responsible to residents,
communities and the municipalities which represent them.

Gravel Watch invites you to do the following:

· Refer community groups to us when they seek information about aggregate
extraction. We would be glad to assist them and lighten your load.



· Consider the success of the “demand the right coalition” of municipalities
on environmental issues and emulate their work in the interest of your
community.

· Invite us, as did the Top Aggregate Producing Municipalities at their recent
meeting, to lay out for you some of the joint projects that you, we and our
constituent groups can work on together and to share boots-on-the-ground
as well as scientific knowledge. That could be collectively or for your
specific council

· Build trust between community groups and municipal officials like
yourselves who are carrying increasing burdens.

Thank you. Stay healthy.

www.gravelwatch.org

info@gravelwatch.org




