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To: Mayor and Council Members 

Date: November 23, 2020 

 
Author: Gary Geraldi, Director of Parks & Recreation / Waste Management 
               

Subject:  ABC Seniors Grant Application 

Recommendation:  

For information and Council support. 

Background: 

On November 9th, 2020, the Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility (MSAA) launched the 

Inclusive Community Grants program (ICG). The purpose of the ICG is to promote the 

development of communities across Ontario that support healthy and active aging, help older 

adults be safe and secure and age at home and in community, respond to the needs of older 

adults in the labour force, and support social engagement. In short, the ICG aims to create 

“Age-Friendly Communities” (AFCs) - communities that are friendly to people of all ages, 

abilities and backgrounds.  

Priority will also be given to projects with innovative approaches designed to help older 

adults, including those with accessibility needs, be more connected to their communities, 

including those who are self-isolating or following social distancing advice due to COVID-19. 

The ICG Grant Program will offer up a total of $2,000,000 (maximum $60,000 per successful 

applicant) over 2 years, for projects that take place between February 2021 and March 2022.    

Non-Profit Seniors Organization are eligible to apply, with a deadline of December 21, 2020. 

Analysis: 

As per the Grant priorities, the ABC Seniors are planning to apply for a Grant specific to 

communications.   
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The ABC Seniors Grant objective is to purchase approximately twenty to thirty (20 to 30) wi-fi 

enabled tablets for the Seniors within our community.  Specifically, for those Seniors who do 

not have high speed internet and/or the devices with which to connect to the internet.  

Furthermore, to provide access to the internet via the high-speed internet at the NKCC.  And 

to provide basic training and direction during their regular weekly meetings at the NKCC. 

In the ABC Seniors conversation with their Regional Advisor for the MSAA, this objective is 

an approved use of the MSAA, ICG Grant.  Specifically, to provide increased connectivity for 

Seniors using Zoom or other similar programs, to connect with family, friends and 

grandchildren, during these difficult times.   

As per the ABC Seniors, “The strain on the Senior population is serious, and one that is being 

addressed by the Ontario Government, who understand the importance of keeping Seniors in 

their homes and healthy both physically, and more importantly, mentally.” 

Also, since returning, the ABC Seniors are reporting a reduction of 60% in their weekly 

attendance, due to the fear of Covid-19.  As such, the ABC Seniors Executive report that this 

Grant will be welcomed by all Community Seniors, many of which do not have the financial 

means for personal high-speed internet connectivity, nor the ability to use a tablet/computer 

without basic training.     

It is also reported that the ABC Seniors have a new Member, who is recently retired from the 

IT Support Department at Ministry of Revenue.  And she has volunteered to oversee the 

acquisition and implementation of this Grant Project!  As indicated to me, their current plan is 

to purchase a colour wi-fi laser printer for photo printing, and demonstrating and/or train 

Seniors on such programs as: Zoom, social media, internet banking and e-transfers (so that 

Members can order and pay for their groceries). 

The spirit and objective of the Grant is excellent, and the current ABC Seniors Executive 

should be applauded for their creativity and enthusiasm on this project.   

Although the ABC Seniors are only looking for general Township support, and no monetary 

support, there is still some further information required by the Township from the ABC 

Seniors.  Therefore, to understand the Project in more detail, the following information has 

been requested from the ABC Seniors: 

1. Storage?  Where are these 20 to 30 tablets being stored?  Have the necessary 

security and insurance measures been investigated?   Do the ABC Seniors plan on 

storing at a Municipal Facility (NKCC)?  If so, details are required.   
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2. Public Wifi requirements?  The NKCC Public Wi-Fi will most likely not support 20 to 30 

tablets operating at once in the banquet hall, on a Tuesday or Wednesday.  That is a 

large bandwidth requirement, if using any video type programs, such as Zoom.  If 

basic programs or strictly internet browsing is being used, the Public Wi-Fi should be 

sufficient.  We have requested the internet requirement be investigated and provided 

to the NKCC, as we will need to discuss this requirement with our County IT Support 

Department.  We want to ensure the ABC Seniors have no issues executing their plan.  

   

3. Is the plan to allow ABC Members to take the tablets home or other locations, and how 

are the Seniors administering that?  Will there be any requirement from Staff on duty 

at the Community Centre?   To date, we have been informed that signing-out tablets 

will not be permitted, but confirmation has been requested.  The access, security and 

responsibility of this task should remain with the ABC Seniors.  

Again, this project is in the spirit of improving the lives of our Community Seniors.  It could be 

a great opportunity for some of our Seniors to stay connected with Family and Friends, while 

also providing basic services, without leaving the house.   

Although we do not have all the information regarding the three questions above, they are 

issues that if successful, eventually can be resolved.  As such, due to the application 

deadline, the ABC Seniors are requesting a general letter of support from North Kawartha 

Council.   

Financial: 

Nil, at the time of this report.   

Attachments: 

Grant Letter to the ABC Seniors from the Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility.  


