
Township of North Kawartha 

Report to Council – Parks and Recreation Department 

1 

 

To: Mayor and Council Members 

Date: November 23, 2020 

 
Author: Gary Geraldi, Director of Parks & Recreation / Waste Management 
               

Subject:  LANDO Hockey League Information and Approval 

Recommendation:  

That with the approval of the Peterborough Public Health Unit, and in compliance with 
Ontario Reg. 364/20, the Township of North Kawartha supports the participation of the Apsley 
Minor Hockey Association in the Lakefield, Apsley, Norwood, Douro, and Otonabee Minor 
Hockey Associations (LANDO) Hockey League bubble.  

Background: 

As a result of Covid-19 restrictions, the Apsley Minor Hockey Association (AMHA) and other 
local Hockey Associations have been limited to in-house practices and scrimmages, since 
returning to the ice in September 2020, as permitted under Ontario Reg. 364/20.   

In addition to following the Township of North Kawartha Covid-19 Policies and Protocols as 
outlined in their Covid-19 Rental Agreement Addendum, Apsley Minor Hockey also has their 
own internal protocols which were originally created, submitted and approved by the OMHA.   

To date, the AMHA has held practices and hockey clinics at the NKCC, and most local 
participants are how familiar with the rules, policies and procedures.   

Over the past month, the LANDO Hockey Associations have been working with PPH, to form 
and create a Hockey Bubble that will allow certain teams to play games, while adhering to all 
Covid-19 restrictions as outlined in Reg. 364/20.   

Analysis: 

Peterborough Public Health has confirmed with the OMHA, that modified game play is 
permitted to start, between Local Hockey Associations within the same zone.   

As such, PPH has been working with Representative’s from the LANDO Hockey Associations 
and communicating with the OMHA to begin play under the following conditions as outlined in 
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Reg. 364/20.  The conditions are as follows:  

Competition (Game Play)  
 

 Following a minimum two-week development phase for any new programs, modified 3 
on 3 or 4 on 4 game play with No Physical Contact hockey may begin.  
 

 Leagues are a maximum of 50 or less depending on the PHU. The OHF will review the 
league maximum upon amendments by the Ontario Government.  

 
 All Game Play is within local Public Health Unit.  

 
 There is a minimum of one registered official per game unless determined otherwise 

by the Member.  
 

 All Game Play must be conducted in conjunction with the local PHU and facility rules 
for the purpose of sanitation and physical distancing. Suggested programming 
structures are located in Appendix E with playing rules located in Appendix F.   

Therefore, in order to ensure the LANDO Hockey League bubble can follow all of the Covid-
19 Regulations and the PPH recommendations, the PPH has asked each participating 
Hockey Association and their Facility, to meet the PPH five step requirements below.  For 
information, the AMHA and the NKCC have reviewed the five steps and have provided 
responses after each step below.   

 Have each of the minor hockey associations (Lakefield, Douro, Apsley, Norwood and 
Otonabee) confirmed with their municipalities that they are ready to start hosting 
games with teams from other municipalities? 
 
- The AMHA has been in contact with Township Staff, and the purpose of this 

report is to provide notification.   

 

 Are plans in place to ensure pinch points and bottle necks are mitigated at entrance 
and exits (i.e. parents showing up to watch a game will likely elicit more spectators 
than are currently staying for practices). 
 
- The AMHA will deliver clear instructions to each participating Team, on the 

NKCC entry/exits points, the NKCC ice surface protocols and the NKCC 
spectator area limits, egress and rules.  The AMHA in Cooperation with NKCC 
Staff on duty, will ensure entry is 10 minutes before a game and that teams 
are cleared out 10 minutes after a game.  This will prevent and alleviate any 
congestion or crossing of paths, in the dressing room hallway.  The Apsley 
Team's Manager will be the main point person, to ensure that instructions 
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and directions are communicated to the visiting Team prior to entry.  The 
Apsley Team’s Manager will communicate any issues or concerns to the 
NKCC Staff on duty. The AMHA is confident that there will not be any issues 
with pinch points and bottle necks, as they already have that experience 
through their own practices and clinics, that have been held to date.  

 

 Are arenas set up to accommodate two teams getting ready at the same time? Most 
arenas are currently set up to allow for 2 teams in the same organization to be in the 
building at the same time (i.e. one on the ice, and then 10 mins before the ice time, 
another team is allowed entry to put on skates); has this been modified to allow for 
physical distancing, etc. for two teams entering at the same time? 
 
- Yes, as the NKCC has five available dressing rooms, no dressing room will 

be used in a ‘back to back’ situation.  Each dressing room will accommodate 
8 players, with an additional 4 players in physically distanced chairs, outside 
of the dressing room.  As such, dressing room 1 and 3 will be used for a 
game, then dressing rooms 2 and 4 will be used for the next game, and then 
back to dressing rooms 1 and 3 again.  This allows each dressing an hour 
between games for disinfection, and also provides an extra dressing room if 
required.   

 

 Is someone from each team assigned to help with logistics and enforcement of game 
day requirements? (Screening of players, masks being worn, physical distance being 
adhered to, etc.) 

- As mentioned above, in most cases it will be the Apsley Team's Manager that 
will be responsible for enforcement of game day requirements.  They will 
ensure that their own team is educated on the necessary steps, and they will 

also speak with the Visiting Team's Manager, and to ensure compliance.  

Note:  The NKCC has had a few people not wear masks while attending Minor 
Hockey.  Although they have reported personal exemptions, this situation has been 

reported to PPH for information and action as required.    

 Has communication gone to each player/parent/guardian/team re: expectations about 
transitioning from local practices to regional games? 

- Yes, the AMHA has reported multiple layers of communication. There is also 
a spreadsheet for the "LANDO" Teams, so that each Association can input 
any local requirements. This is to be shared with all other Associations 

within their bubble, prior to start-up.  
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As per the PPH, it is important to note that once these teams start in their “bubble” they will 
not be allowed, or approved, to play any team outside of their designated bubble (I.E. No 
scrimmages, tournaments, etc. for each team. Unless these events happen with other teams 
in the bubble).  

Therefore, with the support and approval of the Township of North Kawartha, the AMHA will 
be permitted to participate in the LANDO Hockey League, starting in December 2020.   

Financial: 

N/A 

Attachments: 

None. 


