
 

 

 

Details of Draft Amendment 

Council for the Township of North Kawartha encourages public input on this important 

planning initiative to establish in-water permissions and regulations in the Township’s 

Zoning By-law. The following is a brief summary of some of the proposed zoning 

changes under consideration by Council to help clarify use permissions and regulations 

over water. 

 To state that the Township’s Zoning By-law applies to lands covered by water; 

 

 To identify the jurisdiction and role of the Trent Severn Waterway and Kawartha 

Highlands Provincial Park regarding in-water structures; 

 

 To zone lakes as Open Space (OS) and to permit docks, marine facilities and dock 

ramps in the OS Zone; 

 

 To define “marine facility” to mean a boat lift, boat ramp or marine railway; 

 

 To define “dock ramp”; and, 

 

 To define “wet boathouse” as a structure built over the water and a “dryland 

boathouse” as a structure built in the shoreline setback. 

Other Potential Items for Consideration 

This planning process presents an opportunity for members of the public to consider 

other potential in-water/shoreline regulations and standards, many of which are utilized 

by other lake-based municipalities. Examples include but are not limited to: 

 The maximum surface area of docks; 

 

 The maximum width of dock ramps; 

 

 Setbacks and projections for docks; 

 

 Cumulative width of docks; 

 

 Accessory structures such as wet boathouses, dryland boathouses, boatports, 

gazebos and decks and regulations for such structures; 

 

 Permissible accessory uses on docks such as sun-shades; and/or, 

 

 Special regulations for docks on narrow waterbodies. 

Regulations of this nature are intended to help maintain and protect the character of our 

shoreline areas. Please consider your own lake community and its character and let us 

know what, in your opinion, works and what does not work. Similarly let us know what 

regulations you think would be helpful in the future as well as regulations you do not 

believe are necessary. 

 

 


