
 

 

The Corporation of The Township of North Kawartha 

By-Law #2016-061 
(June 21, 2016) 
 
Being a by-law prepared under the authority of Section 34 of the Planning Act 
R.S.O. 1990, Chap. P.13, as amended, to amend Zoning By-Law #26-2013 as 
amended, of the Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha, in the 
County of Peterborough. 
 
 
Whereas Zoning By-Law #26-2013 as amended, was passed under the authority of 
Section 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chap. P. 13, as amended; 
 
And Whereas the matters herein are in conformity with the provisions of the Official 
Plan of the County of Peterborough as approved by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing; 
 
And Whereas the Council of the Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha 
conducted a public hearing in regard to this application, as required by Section 
34(12) of the Planning Act, R.S. O. 1990, Chap. P. 13, as amended; 
 
And Whereas the Council of the Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha 
deems it advisable to amend Zoning By-law 26-2013 as amended, and under the 
provisions of the Planning Act has the authority to do so; 
 
Now Therefore the Council of the Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha do 
hereby enact as follows: 
 
1. Zoning By-law No. 26-2013 as amended, is further amended in the following 

manner: 
 

a) Section 1.2 (e), Scope of By-law is amended by adding the words “which 
shall include Crown lands and all lands covered by water. Notwithstanding, 
this By-law shall not eliminate, reduce or override the regulatory jurisdiction of 
Ontario Parks or Parks Canada with respect to land use.” at the end of the 
paragraph; 

 
b) Section 1.2 (i), Scope of By-law is amended by deleting the sub-section and 

replacing it with the following: 
 

(i) Compliance with Other Restrictions: 
 
This By-law shall not be effective to reduce, override or mitigate any 
restrictions lawfully imposed by a governmental authority having 
jurisdiction to make such restrictions, including but not limited to the 
Trent Severn Waterway (Parks Canada) and the Ministry of Natural 
Resources under the authority of the Public Lands Act and the 
Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves Act. 

 
c) Section 1.2, Scope of By-law is amended by adding the following new 

sentence after Section 1.2 (k): 
 

“(l) Lakes and Lands Covered by Water 
 
All lakes and lands below the high water mark shall be deemed to be zoned 
Lake (L) for the purpose of this By-law. 

 
d) Section 1.3, g) iii) is deleted and replaced with the following: 
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(iii) Zone boundaries indicated as following shorelines, shall be 
interpreted to be the high water mark. Zone boundaries indicated as 
approximately following the centre-lines of streams, rivers, canals, 
lakes, or other bodies of water shall be construed to follow such 
centre lines. 

 
e) Section 2.12, Definitions is amended by deleting the definition of “boathouse” 

and replacing it with the following two new definitions: 
 

“2.12 (a) Boathouse, Dryland – shall mean a single storey detached 
accessory building comprised of a roof and walls and/or posts and located 
within the shoreline setback and used for the storage of watercraft and shall 
not contain habitable space or a rooftop patio. For the purpose of this 
definition a dryland boathouse shall also include a boatport. 
 
2.12 (b) Boathouse, Wet – shall mean a single storey detached accessory 
building comprised of a roof and walls and/or posts and projecting outward 
from the high water mark in whole or in part and used for the storage of 
watercraft and shall not contain habitable space or a rooftop patio. For the 
purpose of this definition a wet boathouse shall also include a boatport.” 

 
f) Section 2, Definitions is amended by modifying the definition of “height” in 

Section 2.18 (b) by deleting the words “marine facility”; 
 

g) Section 2, Definitions shall be amended by deleting the definition of “dock” in 
Section 2.44 and replacing it with the following new definition: 

 
“2.44 DOCK  
“Dock” means a structure without a roof or walls, attached to a shoreline 
and/or marine facility on a permanent or seasonal basis, which is located on a 
waterbody, and has a finished surface elevated above the level of the water, 
and which is used primarily for the mooring/dockage of watercraft and to 
provide access from water to land and vice-versa.” 

 
h) Section 2, Definitions shall be amended by adding the following new definition 

for “dock ramp” after Section 2.44: 
 
“2.44 a) DOCK RAMP 
“Dock Ramp” means the part or component of a dock designed to secure a 
dock to land and provide a stable, accessible and safe means of access 
between land and a dock.”  

 
i) Section 2, Definition shall be amended by deleting the definition of “existing” 

in Section 2.60 and replacing it with the following new definition: 
 
“2.60 EXISTING 
“Existing” means lawfully existing, being a reality or an actuality as of the date 
of passing of this By-law”. 

 
j) Section 2, Definitions is amended by deleting the definition of “Gazebo” at 

Section 2.78 and replacing it with the following new definition: 
 
“2.78 GAZEBO 
“Gazebo” means a framed, accessory, free-standing, roofed structure with 
open or screened walls that is used as a sheltered, outdoor sitting area 
located on a deck, or as a detached accessory structure, but shall not be 
located on a dock or dock ramp or attached to a building.” 

 
k) Section 2, Definitions is amended by adding the following new definition as 

Section 2.88 a): 
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“2.88 a) HIGH WATER MARK, CURRENT  

“High water mark, current, means the location where the current water 
level of a lake meets the land.” 

 
l) Section 2, Definitions is amended by adding the following new definition as 

Section 2.92 a): 
 

2.92 a) INFLATABLE RAFT  
 
“Inflatable Raft” means a seasonal in-water and non-motorized recreational 
apparatus or platform that is fixed to the lakebed on a seasonal basis. 
 

m) Section 2, Definitions is amended by deleting the definition of “marine facility” 
in Section 2.113 and replacing it with the following new definition: 

 
“2.113 MARINE FACILITY 
“Marine Facility” means an unenclosed, non-roofed accessory or installation 
to a dock and/or shoreline use which is used to place a boat into or take a 
boat out of a waterbody; or to moor, berth or store a boat. This definition may 
include a boat launching ramp, boat lift, PWC port, marine railway, but shall 
not include a boathouse, boatport or any building used for human habitation, 
a marina or any boat service, repair or sales facility.”   

 
n) Section 2, Definitions is amended by adding the following new definition for 

“Swim Raft” at Section 2.177 a): 
 

2.177 a) SWIM RAFT 
“Swim raft” means a seasonal in-water and non-motorized floating platform 
fixed to the lake bed on a seasonal basis and used for swimming and 
recreational purposes. 
 

o) Section 3.1 (a) (v) is amended by replacing “marine facility” with “dryland or 
wet boathouse”. 
 

p) Section 3.1 (k), Marine Facilities is amended by deleting the words 
“Boathouses and Boatports” from the sub-section heading and by deleting 
subsection (i) and replacing it with the following: 

 
(i) Location 

 
A marine facility shall maintain a 4.58 metre (15 feet) interior side yard 
where it is installed on land and where a marine facility is located in a 
waterbody, or connected to a dock, it shall maintain a 4.58 metre (15 feet) 
setback from the straight-line projection of the interior side lot line into the 
waterbody and shall not project further than 20 metres (66 feet) from the 
current high water mark. 

 
q) Section 3.1 (k) is further amended by deleting subsections 3.1 (k) iii) (building 

area and height), vi) (Cold Water/Lake Trout Lakes), and (viii) (Special 
Provisions for Permitted Boatports on Cold Water/Lake Trout Lakes) and 
renumbering the sub-sections. 

 
r) Section 3.1 (l), Docks is amended by deleting Section 3.1 (l) and replacing it 

with the following new section: 
 

“(l) Docks  
 

1) The minimum setback of a dock or dock ramp from an interior side lot line 
or the straight-line projection of an interior side lot line into a waterbody 
shall be 4.58 metres (15 feet); 
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2) The maximum distance a dock and any dock ramp may project from the 
current high water mark shall be 20 metres (66 feet); 
 

3) The maximum cumulative width of all in-water shoreline structures shall 
not exceed 25% of the shoreline lot frontage to a maximum of 15 metres 
(49.2 feet). The maximum surface area of a dock and dock ramp shall be 
75 square metres (807 square feet). 

  
4) One dock shall be permitted per lot, however island lots and water 

access lots with a minimum lot area of 0.4 hectares and lots with greater 
than 60 metres of shoreline frontage are permitted one additional 
separate dock; 

 
5) One seasonal, tent-like, fabric canopy shall be permitted on a dock or 

marine facility provided the maximum area of the canopy does not 
exceed 27.87 square metres (300 square feet) and the height from the 
dock surface to the top of the canopy does not exceed 2.5 metres (8.2 
feet); 
 

6) Sub-sections 1) to 5) shall not apply to any area of the Township subject 
to the jurisdiction of the Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Provincial 
Park; and, 
 

7) Sub-sections 1) to 5) shall not apply to any area of the Township subject 
to the jurisdiction of the Trent Severn Waterway.” 

 
s) Section 3.1 is amended by adding the following new subsection after 3.1 (m): 

 
“(n) Swim Rafts and Inflatable Rafts 
 
In the Lake (L) Zone one swim raft shall be permitted per lot provided the raft 
is compliant with the setback and projection requirements established in 
Section 3.1 (i), 1) and 2) and the maximum cumulative shoreline frontage 
regulation in sub-section 3). Inflatable rafts shall also be permitted in the Lake 
(L) Zone in accordance with Section 3.1 (i) 1) and 2) and the maximum 
cumulative shoreline frontage regulation in sub-section 3).” 

 
t) Section 3.18 is amended by adding the following new section after (ix): 

 
“(x) in the case of docks and marine facilities, the reconstruction, renovation 

or repair serves only to restore the dock or marine facility to its original 
condition.” 

 
u) Section 3.31 a) is amended by deleting the words “pump houses, 

boathouses, docks”. 
 

v) Section 3.31 c) is amended by deleting the section and replacing it with the 
following: 
 
“c) Stairs and Landings 

 
Notwithstanding the above, stairs and landings which are intended to provide 
safe access to the shoreline are permitted to extend into the Lake (L) Zone to 
the current water mark provided that such stairs are not more than 1.25 
metres (4.1 feet) in width and such landings are not more than 1.52 metres (5 
feet) by 1.25 metres (4.1 feet) in dimension.” 

 
w) Section 3.31 is amended by adding the following new section after c): 

 
“(d)  Dock Ramps 

 
Notwithstanding the 30 metre setback requirement and the permitted uses in 
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the Lake (L) Zone, a dock ramp is a permissible component of a dock and 
may be located within the required water setback and/or within the Lake (L) 
Zone provided the dock ramp is not wider than 2.44 metres (8 feet).”  

 
x) Section 6.1 (b), “dock” shall be deleted. 

 
y) Section 7.1 (b) “dock” shall be deleted. 

 
z) The following new Section 18A, Lake Zone (L) shall follow Section 18 as 

follows: 

SECTION 18A - LAKE ZONE (L) 

18A.1 USES PERMITTED 
 

No person shall within any (L) zone use any lot or erect, alter, locate or use 
any building or structure for any purpose except one or more of the following 
(L) uses, namely: 

  
 (a) Permitted Uses: 
  a dock; 
  a marine facility; 

a swim raft; and, 
inflatable rafts. 

18A.2 REGULATION OF LAKES AND LAKEBEDS 
  

All lakes, lakebeds and land covered by water up to the high water mark, 
shall be zoned Lake (L). The regulations for uses and structures permitted to 
project into a waterbody and/or to be attached to the lakebed are located in 
Section 3 of this Zoning By-law.  

 
18A.3 KAWARTHA HIGHLANDS SIGNATURE SITE PROVINCIAL PARK 
 

All lakes located within the Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Provincial 
Park shall be zoned (L) but the in-water regulations of this By-law shall not 
apply. The establishment of structures on lakes and/or that project into a 
waterbody from private property shall be subject to the permitting and 
regulatory authority of the Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves Act 
(2006). 

 
18A.4 TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 
 

All lakes located in the Township that are subject to the permit authority of the 
Trent Severn Waterway shall be zoned (L) but the in-water regulations of this 
By-law shall not apply. The establishment of structures on lakes and/or that 
project into a waterbody from private property shall be subject to the 
permitting authority of the Trent Severn Waterway and the Parks Canada 
Policies for in-water structures. 

 
18A.5 DOCKS AND MARINE FACILITIES ACCESSORY TO COMMERCIAL USES 
 

Existing docks and marine facilities that are accessory to existing commercial 
uses shall be permitted and shall not be subject to the in-water regulations of 
this By-law. Furthermore, existing docks accessory to commercial uses are 
entitled to expand their existing surface area by up to 20% without 
amendment to this Zoning By-law. 

 
aa) The legend of all Schedules to By-law 26-2013 shall be amended by adding 

the following after Shoreline Residential Island (SRI): 
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2. In all other respects, the provisions and regulations as set out in By-law No. 

26-2013 as amended shall continue to apply and be complied with. 
 
THAT this by-law shall come into force and effect on the day it is passed by the 
Council of the Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha, subject to the 
applicable provisions of the Planning Act, Statutes of Ontario, 1990 Chap. P. 13, as 
amended. 
 
Read a first, second and third time and passed in Open Council on the 21st day of              
June, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
 

Rick Woodcock, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 
 

Connie Parent, Clerk 
 
 


