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Township of North Kawartha 
 
 
To:   The Mayor and Members of Council 
 
Cc:   Ms. Connie Parent, Clerk 
 
From:   Darryl Tighe and Emma Drake, Township Planning Consultants 
 
Meeting Date: August 13, 2019 
 
Subject: Boathouses – Proposed Zoning By-law Amendment 

 
Purpose and Effect:  
 
The purpose and effect of this report is to seek the direction of Council in respect 
of a forthcoming proposed amendment to Comprehensive Zoning By-law No. 26-
2013, pertaining to boathouses.  
 
 
Recommendation: 
 

• That Council receive the planning report as prepared by the Township Planning 
Consultants;  

 

• That Council direct Staff to proceed with scheduling a Public Open House and 
Statutory Public Meeting to consider a proposed amendment to the Township’s 
Comprehensive Zoning By-law No. 26-2013 in respect of boathouses.  
 

 
Background Overview: 
 
On July 16, 2019, a draft zoning by-law amendment was presented for the 
consideration of Council which included provisions to regulate docks, swim rafts and 
inflatable water toys on waterbodies under the jurisdiction of the Township of North 
Kawartha. The intent of the proposed zoning by-law amendment was to address 
outstanding issues incidental to By-law No. 2016-061; which was previously passed by 
Council, and subsequently appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board. To date, By-law 
No. 2016-061 remains under appeal.  
 
The draft zoning by-law amendment presented for Council’s consideration on July 16, 
2019 did not provide provisions for the regulation or prohibition of boathouses. 
However, throughout the public consultation process, which included a Special Meeting 
of Council, an Open House and a Statutory Public Meeting, comments expressed that 
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there is a need and desire for the regulation of boathouses throughout the Township. 
Specifically, comments received focussed on the prohibition of both on-land and in-
water boathouses, where such jurisdiction for the waterbody lies with the Township. 
 
On that basis, Council proceeded to pass resolution #19-295 as follows: 
 
“That the planner be directed to come back with a fourth version of the draft by-law with 
the definitions of boathouses back in and for boathouses not to be permitted on-land or 
in-water for any lakes for which the Township has jurisdiction over.” 
 
Resolution #19-295 was subsequently rescinded during a meeting of Council on July 
24th; at which time resolution #19-311 was then passed as follows: 
 
“That resolution #19-295 is hereby rescinded; 
 
That the Township Planning Consultant be directed to return the draft by-law as 
presented and amended at the July 16th, 2019 statutory public meeting to the August 
13th, 2019 Council Meeting for further consideration; and 
 
That the Township Planning Consultant be further directed to prepare a separate by-law 
regarding the prohibition of on-land boathouses; which will proceed to a statutory public 
meeting in September 2019.” 
 
Following the direction of resolution #19-311, this report has been prepared to seek 
further direction from Council in respect of public consultation for the forthcoming zoning 
by-law amendment.  
 
Discussion: 
 
Given the level of previous and present interest and public involvement in the regulation 
of boathouses throughout the Township, it is anticipated that both a Public Open House 
and Statutory Public Meeting would be appropriate.  
 
On that basis, Staff would recommend the following work program, for Council’s review 
and direction: 
 

1. Preparation of Draft Zoning By-law Amendment (Target Date: August 21, 2019) 
 
A draft version of the proposed zoning by-law amendment would be completed, 
to be posted for public review and comment on the Township website in advance 
of the Public Open House.  
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2. Public Open House (Target Date: Week of September 1, 2019) 
 
It is anticipated that a Public Open House will be required to consider the 
proposed zoning by-law amendment. Should it be the direction of Council to 
schedule a Public Open House, it is the recommendation of Staff that the Public 
Open House be held during the week of September 1st. By scheduling the Public 
Open House during this time, it will ensure adequate time for notice of the Public 
Open House is provided; while also providing Staff with enough time to 
incorporate any revisions arising as a result of the Public Open House prior to the 
subsequent Statutory Public Meeting. 
 

3. Statutory Public Meeting (Target Date: September 17, 2019)  
 
It is proposed that the zoning by-law amendment be brought forth for Council’s 
consideration at a Statutory Public Meeting during the Regular Meeting of 
Council on September 17th. As noted above, this will provide Staff with adequate 
time to review and address comments received at the Public Open House prior to 
the Statutory Public Meeting.  

 
Should Council direct that the Statutory Public Meeting be held on September 
17th, notice will be required to be circulated by August 27th. In order to provide 
notice in Peterborough This Week, notice copy will need to be provided to the 
newspaper for the August 21st issue.  

 
Staff Comments: 
 
All of which is respectfully submitted for Council’s consideration and direction.  
 
 
      
_______________________ _______________________ 
Emma Drake, M.Sc.,    Darryl J. Tighe, M.Sc., RPP,  
Landmark Associates Limited Landmark Associates Limited 
       
      
Attachments: 
 
Attachment #1 – Draft Public Meeting Notice 
 


