


Motion: Support for Modernizing the  
Heritage Organization Development Grant (HODG) 

WHEREAS Ontario municipalities are legislated to preserve records of enduring and historical 

value, and community archives play a critical role in fulfilling this responsibility, particularly in 

rural and smaller municipalities; and 

WHEREAS The Heritage Organization Development Grant (HODG) is the only provincial operating 

grant available to grassroots, non-profit heritage organizations, including community archives 

and historical societies across Ontario; and 

WHEREAS The maximum annual HODG grant of $1,545 per organization has remained effectively 

unchanged for more than 15 years, resulting in a significant erosion of its real value due to 

inflation, such that its current purchasing power is approximately two-thirds of what it was in 

2010; and 

WHEREAS Rising operating costs related to insurance, utilities, records preservation, digitization, 

accessibility, and volunteer coordination have increased financial pressure on heritage 

organizations, often requiring municipalities to absorb additional costs to ensure continuity of 

service; and 

WHEREAS Strengthening HODG would represent a modest but high-impact provincial investment 

that would help stabilize community archives, reduce pressure on municipal budgets, and 

safeguard Ontario’s public records and local heritage for future generations; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council formally support a review and modernization 

of the Heritage Organization Development Grant, including restoring its real purchasing power 

through inflationary adjustment and exploring options for increased or multi-year operating 

stability; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT This resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Tourism, Culture 

and Gaming, local Members of Provincial Parliament, AMO, and Ontario municipalities for 

consideration and support. 




