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16. Other Business

16.1 Member Motion - Councillor Thompson - Integrated Living and
Participation Model for Adults with Developmental Disabilities

Moved by: Councillor Thompson
Seconded by: Councillor Cui

Whereas individuals with autism and other developmental disabilities often
experience a significant reduction in structured supports and programming
upon reaching adulthood, particularly after the age of 21; and

Whereas many of these individuals remain reliant on aging parents or
caregivers, creating growing concern among families regarding long-term
housing, care, and quality of life; and

Whereas the Province of Ontario has, over time, transitioned away from
large institutional models of care toward more community-based and
inclusive approaches for individuals with developmental disabilities; and

Whereas while these changes have improved opportunities for inclusion
and independence, the current system of supports is often delivered
across multiple programs and providers and may not fully address the
long-term need for integrated living environments that combine housing,
supports, and meaningful daily participation; and

Whereas there is an increasing need for innovative, sustainable, and
inclusive models of care that support independence, dignity, and
community integration for adults with developmental disabilities; and

Whereas opportunities may exist to explore models that provide safe and
supportive living environments for adults with developmental disabilities
while also offering structured, voluntary, and supported participation in
day-to-day activities that foster a sense of purpose, skill development, and
social connection; and

Whereas such models, if thoughtfully designed, could complement
existing care environments and contribute positively to the overall well-
being of both participants and residents; and
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Whereas the Regional Municipality of York is responsible for a range of
human services including housing, community services, and the operation
of long-term care homes, and is therefore well-positioned to explore
integrated and interdisciplinary approaches to care.

Therefore, be it resolved that the Council of the City of Richmond Hill
request that the Regional Municipality of York consider exploring
innovative models of housing and support for adults with developmental
disabilities, including the potential for an “Integrated Living and
Participation Model”; and

That such consideration includes opportunities for co-location or
partnership with existing regional services, including long-term care and
community housing, where appropriate; and

That this model emphasizes voluntary, supported, and meaningful
participation in activities that enhance quality of life, social inclusion, and
community engagement, without displacing existing workforce roles; and

That Council request that the Region engage with relevant stakeholders,
including developmental service organizations, families, and advocacy
groups, in considering such approaches; and

That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to:
e York Region Council

e Daisy Wai, MPP — Richmond Hill; Parliamentary Assistant to the
Minister for Seniors and Accessibility

e Michael Parsa, MPP — Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill; Minister of
Children, Community and Social Services

e Natalia Kuzendova-Bashta, Minister of Long-Term Care
e Association of Municipalities of Ontario
e Ontario municipalities for information

Carried Unanimously
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