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Whereas conservation authorities serve a critical function in safeguarding Ontario's natural heritage, 
overseeing watershed management, mitigating flood risks, and advancing climate resilience;  
 
And whereas the Province of Ontario's recent mandate to freeze conservation authority fees has 
significantly hindered their capacity to deliver essential services;  
 
And whereas Conservation Authorities are now expected to process an increasing volume of permit 
applications under a fee structure that remains frozen, despite rising costs of living and wage 
pressures, further compounding operational and fiscal challenges;  
 
And whereas municipalities are increasingly compelled to absorb the resulting financial shortfalls, 
leading to unsustainable downloading of costs onto local taxpayers;  
 
And whereas the intent behind the provincial fee freeze was to reduce development-related expenses 
and accelerate housing supply;  
 
And whereas this policy has inadvertently shifted the financial burden from a user-pay cost recovery 
model to the municipal tax base, thereby straining local budgets and compromising the principle of 
fair and equitable funding;  
 
Now Therefore, be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming urges the Province 
of Ontario to reconsider the fee freeze mandate and to implement a funding framework that protects 
municipal taxpayers from cost recovery deficits, while supporting a sustainable and balanced 
approach to conservation authority financing.  


